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RATIONALE FOR THE SYMPOSIUM

Syria has contributed to the cultural foundation not only of modern Islamic societies but also for all modern
human societies. This, one of the most important cultural heritage holders in the world, has suffered severely
due to conflict among political groups. The destruction of its cultural heritage has been further promoted by the
rise of ISIL. Archaeologists, historians, architects, and specialists in all related fields are distressed about the
destruction of cultural heritage in Syria, and we wish to do something to mitigate the destruction. However, we
cannot observe what has happened to the cultural heritage within Syria at present. Therefore, we do not know
what we can do to safeguard them.

We decided to invite specialists in both tangible cultural properties and intangible cultural heritage from
Syria. We wish to know about the harsh and raw current situation of cultural heritage, and to share this informa-
tion. We would like to exchange views from respective positions and determine what kind of measures we can
take for safeguarding the cultural heritage of Syria. The purpose of this symposium is to create a platform for
discussion and recommendations for these kinds of activities between Syria and Japan.

Akira Tsuneki (Symposium Organizer)
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Yutaka Tsujinaka

Executive Advisor to the President and Professor, University of Tsukuba. Ph.D.
(political science). He is the president (term 2014-2016) of the Japanese Political
Science Association and is currently the Director of the Institute of Comparative
Research in Human and Social Sciences, and the Director of the Special Project,
titled “A Comparative and Empirical Study of the Structural Changes in Politics
and Transformations in Pressure Groups, Policy Networks, and Civil Society in
Japan, ” began in 2010. He has been conducting comprehensive empirical surveys
on civil society organizations in 15 countries and accumulating data from 63,000
associations since 1997.
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As a professor, a comparative political scientist and
a citizen, | am concerned about the situation in Syria
and the Syrian people who are suffering during the
present political climate. For people in Syria as well
as the world, the cultural heritage in Syria is a cru-
cial part of their identity. The Institute for Compara-
tive Research in Human and Social Sciences (ICR),
of which I am director, was founded last year at the
University of Tsukuba. The ICR seeks to establish
Japan as an academic force for advancing humani-
ties and social sciences, for solving issues of global
significance, and especially for overcoming the clash
of civilizations. With this perspective, I would like
to do my best to make this symposium a success. Its
purpose is to create a platform for discussion and
recommendations between Syria and Japan for any
kind of activities to mitigate the destruction of cul-
tural heritage.
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SYRIA EXPEDITIONS AND JAPAN
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Takeru Akazawa

Professor of Anthropology, Research Institute, Kochi University of Technology.
In 1967, he joined the "Tokyo University Scientific Expedition to Western Asia"
directed by Hisashi Suzuki, Professor of Anthropology at the University of Tokyo,
to carry out an anthropological reconnaissance of the Paleolithic archaeological
sites in Western Asia. Professor Akazawa has been organizing the Japanese
anthropological mission to Syria since 1970.
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Syria has been less represented in archaeological
studies, as Syrian remains are overshadowed by the
splendor of numerous city civilizations excavated in
areas such as Mesopotamia and the Nile Valley of
Egypt. Currently, however, it is known that a broad
span of history and sophisticated ancient civilizations
existed in Syria, no less significant than the above
mentioned more famous areas. Many Japanese ex-
peditions have contributed to an array of discoveries
that reveal the grandeur of that history and civiliza-
tion. It is regrettable that our expeditions have been
forced to halt due to the current situation in the area,
but that loss is minor compared to the hardship that
the Syrian people continue to suffer. Using this gath-
ering as an opportunity, I think it is important and
urgent to look for ways to foster a renaissance of the
Syrian expeditions, and to identify concrete meas-
ures that can be taken to achieve that renaissance.

We call cultural heritage entities ‘valuable cultural
assets’ and ‘treasures for humanity,” and strongly ap-
peal for their preservation. Nevertheless destruction
of heritage occurs repeatedly. What type of practical
force can be mustered to protect cultural heritage,
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and who can undertake this protection are matters
that need to be resolved. The answer is neither re-
searchers nor politicians; rather it is the community,
the citizens of the regional society, who can ensure
the conservation of cultural heritage. Yet this is only
possible if the community is given adequate knowl-
edge and understanding of and respect for their
tsunagari ‘relationship’ with cultural heritage. Only
if the community’s understanding of the importance
of cultural heritage is sufficient can cultural heritage
survive the dangers stemming from wars and con-
flicts. In the current situation, then, we need to rec-
ognize past researchers’ negligence and learn from
it before we design future expeditions to Syria and
other locations.
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Maamoun Abudlkarim

Director-General of the Directorate-General of Antiquities and Museums, and
professor at the University of Damascus. Ph.D. in Archaeology and History.
Specialty: Syrian cultural landscape of the Classical period. He has worked as a
national expert with UNECSO for the Dead Cities project, to list these sites in the
World Heritage List. Recently, he contributed towards the protection of Syrian
cultural heritage, and won the Cultural Heritage Rescue Prize from UNESCO in

2014.
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Syrian cultural heritage is experiencing violent and
dangerous attacks during the recent crises. Due to the
absence of cultural institutions, threats against herit-
age have increased and include illegal excavations;
destruction by armed groups specializing in Antiqui-
ties threatening local populations trying to intervene;
as well as the use of sites as battlegrounds. Due to
the impossibility of access to some of the sites under
ISIL control, information on their actual state cannot
be given. However, 99% of Syrian cultural objects in
museums are out of danger having been evacuated to
safe places since 2012.

As a result, we undertook several measures: in
particular awareness raising campaigns amongst the
population to protect the country’s cultural heritage,
cooperation with international actors to catalogue the
damage and losses occurring to the cultural heritage
of Syria. These included tracking Syrian objects in
neighboring countries and Europe, appeals to all
parties to avoid and respect archaeological sites,
working with all DGAM branches (2500 employees
throughout Syria) in all areas controlled by the gov-
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ernment and opposition.

A DGAM initiative from the beginning of the crises
was to gather people by what unites not divides them
and this situation invites all of us to do our best to-
gether to put an end to this damage besetting human
cultural heritage.
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SYRIAN IMMOVABLE CULTURAL HERITAGE: REALITY AND PRO-

TECTION EFFORTS
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Lina Kutiefan

Director of Sites Management & International Cooperation, Directorate-General
of Antiquities and Museums. B.A. in Architecture, Damascus University.
Specialty: Expert in cultural heritage, preservation, management and touristic use
of cultural heritage sites, engaged in preparing nominations filed for the World
Heritage List. She has been working with UNESCO experts in various projects,
and is a Coordinator for Syria - UNESCO agreement for cooperation in the Field
of Culture, Archeology and Museums.
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Today, after more than three years of crises, Syrian
immovable cultural heritage is under unprecedented
pressure. Not only has the country suffered great
loss of life, but the cultural heritage of Syria is being
destroyed in the war. Actual damage can be broken
down into different categories and degrees of degra-
dation. These range from simple graffiti on a roman
temple at al Bara to the destruction of the old city of
Aleppo.

Media reports of destruction show that the situa-
tion is hopeless however not all reports are bleak.
Inside Syria DGAM we are still fighting to save the
heritage of our country and strive to continuously
update posts on the damage, work to document and
reconstruct a dataset of known damage using a GIS
system and Google Earth and participate in interna-
tional organizations training programs for protection
of heritage sites.
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SYRIAN MUSEUMS DURING THE CRISES
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Ahmad Deb

Director, Directorate of Museum Affairs, Directorate-General of Antiquities
and Museums. Ph.D. in Archaeological Studies. Specialty: Archaeology of
the Bronze Age. He has worked for 15 years in government service at the
Directorate-General of Antiquities and Museums. He has prepared more than
25 archaeological exhibitions in Europe, and participated in the renovation of
Damascus, Arwad, Idlib, and Daraa Museums. He has also participated in many
excavations with national and foreign missions, and was a director of the mission

at the site of Shamia in Latakia.
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The recent crises in Syria, calls for immediate
measures by DGAM to retrieve stolen artifacts, and
protect cultural properties such as: 1. Evacuation
and transfer of museum artifacts to safe and secure
places. 99% of the museum’s artifacts are safe now.
2. Take active measures to prepare a computerized
data-base of (with descriptions, photos, measure-
ments and accession numbers) objects that were
kept in Museums and other places looted during the
crises. 3. Coordinate efforts with Interpol, UNESCO
and neighboring countries to retrieve stolen cultural
properties. 4. Raise awareness to fight trafficking of
Syrian artifacts locally and internationally.

However, a few museum and related buildings were
partly damaged by clashes in Aleppo and Raqqa.
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Kiyohide Saito

Technical Advisor, Archaeological Institute of Kashihara, Nara Prefecture.
Specialty: West Asia Archaeology, especially funeral practices in Palmyra. He
has participated in and led excavations, restoration and reconstruction of tombs in
Palmyra since 1990. In 2011 the excavation in Palmyra was discontinued because
of the outbreak of conflict. To overcome this limitation, a project for 3D scanning
of Palmyrne funerary sculptures belonging to museums from around the world

has been carried out since 2012.
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From 1990 to 2005, the Nara-Palmyra Archaeo-
logical Mission excavated four underground tombs
and undertook restoration and reconstruction of two,
Tombs F and H in the southeast necropolis. In 2011,
these underground tombs, which were open to the
public, were reburied to preserve their integrity. Ille-
gal digging was rampant in the southeast necropolis,
which is far from the site living areas, and is under
armed occupation by anti-government groups. The
evidence for illegal digging was ascertained after
fighting was concluded in the fall of 2013. The un-
derground tombs No.5, 9, and 11, were restored and
reconstructed by Syrian experts and Tomb F and H,
by their Japanese counter-parts. Sculptures from all
tombs except Tomb F have been looted. In Septem-
ber 2014 the police in Palmyra confiscated three of
the eleven sculptures from Tomb H.
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THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE JAPANESE SOCIETY FOR WEST ASIA
ARCHAEOLOGY DURING THE SYRIAN HERITAGE CRISIS
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Kiyohide Saito

The Japanese Society for West Asia Archaeology
was established in 1997 and consists of around 200
members. Most members have field research expe-
rience in Syria, and are grieved by the sad situation
of the Syrian people and the loss of cultural heritage
brought about by the conflict since 2011. Our soci-
ety and its members have issued a statement calling
for the preservation of Syrian cultural heritage and
follow closely the situation regarding Syrian cultural
heritage and the displacement of cultural property.
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FIELD INVESTIGATIONS IN SYRIA BY ARCHEOLOGICAL MISSIONS

FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF TOKYO
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Yoshihiro Nishiaki

Professor, The University of Tokyo. Ph.D. Specialty: Prehistory of West Asia.
Professor Nishiaki’s research involves the prehistory of West Asia, with a focus
on Paleolithic to Chalcolithic phases, and specializing in the study of lithic
assemblages. He is a member of the international committee for the shirin (Syrian
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Heritage in Danger: An International Research Initiative & Network).

The first Japanese archeological fieldwork in Syria
comprised a general survey conducted by a mission
from the University of Tokyo in 1957. The mission’s
extensive documentation including photography and
collection of samples at historical monuments and
archeological sites, brought first-hand information
of Syrian cultural heritage to the Japanese public.
Large-scale surveys were also conducted in 1964 and
1967. In 1970, the first excavation by Japanese in
Syria was undertaken by the University of Tokyo, at
the Paleolithic site of Douara. Since then, a number
of multi-disciplinary field investigations were con-
ducted by missions from the University of Tokyo,
including those at Douara (1974, 1984), the Paleo-
lithic cave site of Dederiyeh (1989-), and the Neo-
lithic-Chalcolithic settlements of Tell Kashkashok
(1987-1988), Tell Kosak Shamali (1994-1997) and
Tell Seker al-Aheimar (2000-). These long-term ef-
forts are invaluable sources of scientific knowledge
that will contribute to the restoration and manage-
ment of cultural heritage in Syria.
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JAPANESE ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS IN IDLIB DISTRICT

AND THE CURRENT STATUS OF THESE SITES
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Akira Tsuneki

Professor, University of Tsukuba, Ph.D. Specialty: Near Eastern Archaeology,
especially the Neolithic period. He has been a member of various Japanese
archaeological missions to Syria since 1980, and has investigated many
archaeological sites in Idlib, Hassake, Aleppo, Latakia and Raqqa. Since 1997, he
has been a co-director of the excavations at a large Neolithic site named Tell el-
Kerkh in the Rouj Basin, Idlib, with DGAM.
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Japanese archaeological missions began work in
Idlib District in 1980. This included: Intensive ar-
chaeological excavations at Tell Masutma by the
Ancient Orient Museum, Tokyo between 1980 -
1995; Small scale excavations at Qminas in 1981;
Intensive archaeological surveys and trial soundings
in the Rouj Basin by the Univ. of Tsukuba in 1990-
1992; Archaeological excavations at Tell el-Kerkh
by DGAM and Univ. of Tsukuba from 1997 - 2010.

Tell Mastuma became an operational area during
the conflict. It has been modified by the digging of
large ditches around the tell. Tell el-Kerkh has not
yet been destroyed, but traces of illegal digging can
be detected by satellite images. However, a storage
house, located in Ainta village 1km east of the tell,
was occupied during the conflict. Over 1000 con-
tainers storing archaeological materials from Tell el-
Kerkh were stolen and the contents were strewn on
the floor. Therefore, almost all of the materials lost
their original provenance. The field house was also
damaged by shelling.
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Hirotoshi Numoto

Professor, Kokushikan University. Specialty: archaeology of the Bronze Age in
northern Mesopotamia. He was engaged in archaeological excavations at Mosul,
Haditha and Najaf, which are located in northern, western and central parts of
Iraq, respectively. After the archaeological work of Kokushikan University was
suspended in Iraq due to the gulf war in 1991, he moved to excavate Tell Taban in

Syria from 1997 to 2010.
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Tell Taban is located in the Hassake Dam Salvage
Area, south of Hassake, in the north-eastern part of
Syria. During excavations of the site, a large num-
ber of cuneiform texts were discovered. These docu-
ments proved that the site is identified with “Tabetu,”
the ancient city of strategic importance in the region.
The discovery of a large number of cuneiform doc-
umentary sources for the first time by a Japanese
mission, as well as their decipherment and study by
Japanese researchers, attracted attention as one of the
outstanding achievements of Japanese archaeological
work in western Asia.

It is difficult to gather proper information about the
current situation of the Tell Taban region, since it
was placed under control of the dissidents after the
outbreak of a conflict in Syria in 2010 and more re-
cently came under the rule of ISIL. It remains, there-
fore, unclear how serious the damage to the archae-
ological remains at Tell Taban is. There is concern
over the illegal removal of cuneiform inscriptions by
digging into the washout part of the tell or by search-
ing along the water’s edge of the tell facing the dam
lake.
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Shin'ichi Nishiyama

Associate Professor, Chubu University. Specialty: archaeology of the Middle
East and Central Asia, especially Bronze/Iron Age and Landscape archaeology.
Experienced in the fields of archacology and heritage management. Worked in
Syria with the Japanese missions between 1994 and 2009, mainly in the sites in

the Idlib and Latakia Governorates, especially Tell Mastuma and Tell el-Kerkh.
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Nearly four years have passed since the Syrian
uprising that started in March 2011. During the past
years large numbers of Syrian cultural heritage re-
ceived severe damage and destruction. The issue of
illicit trafficking of archaeological objects has been
widely discussed. People who were involved in
various academic activities in Syria before the up-
rising have raised their voices to protect invaluable
Syrian cultural heritage. These include archacolog-
ical missions, universities, research institutions and
non-governmental organizations. In addition to such
movement, international organizations, such as UN-
ESCO, ICOMOS, and ICCROM have also started
campaigns. Working with the Syrian DGAM, these
international activities are intensifying, especially
since 2013. This presentation summarizes activities
since 2014 and considers the issue of Japanese con-
tribution for the safeguarding of Syrian cultural her-
itage.
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Lisa lino

A part-time lecturer at Tokyo Gakugei University. She graduated from the
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences at the University of Tokyo. Music and
sound culture in Aleppo and its neighboring areas are among her main research
fields.

BEATHE L TR THRIERETELTEENL T The city of Aleppo is famous as a city of commerce
7Ly ROPEGEDIRICDOVT, TNETZIHAN as well as music. This presentation will introduce
TEIZRDARHE® T DA DAEAH AT DN TS T L, Aleppo’s singing tradition to the Japanese audience
WHE D i HC O BLR P ARMAMERF D Te D DRE 2 X and illustrate how it has been handed down from
E3C generation to generation to date. Its current status

and issues for its survival in the midst of the on-go-
ing conflict in Syria will also be discussed.
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MusICAL HERITAGE OF THE SYRIAC ORTHODOX CHURCH:

ITS HISTORY AND PRESENT SITUATION
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Issa Habil

Issa Habil was born into a Syriac Orthodox family in Beirut, Lebanon in 1967.
Brought up in Lebanon and Qamishli in north-eastern Syria, he has lived in
Sweden since 1986, where he works as an attorney at law and is also engaged in
musical activities in the Syriac community. Since childhood, he has served as a
deacon at mass and daily prayer where he learned Syriac hymns. He now leads
a choir of 60 amateur singers who sing secular and sacred songs with Middle
Eastern orchestras. The choir has given many concerts in Sweden, the U.S.A. and

Lebanon.
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The Syriac Orthodox Church is one of the Eastern
churches, and many of its congregations lived in the
region covering south-eastern Turkey, north-eastern
Syria and north-eastern Iraq. The main part of its
musical heritage is the tradition of Syriac sacred
hymns whose foundation was laid by St. Ephrem (4th
century) and other saints and scholars throughout
history and has been handed down for a long time at
churches and monasteries. However, the genocide
(Sayfo in Syriac), which took place in 1915 during
WWI, in south-eastern Turkey where many Syriacs
lived, forced them into the diaspora. The tradition
of sacred hymns was also dispersed to many places,
and now it is not only kept alive in Turkey, Syria
and Lebanon, but also in Sweden, Germany, and the
U.S.A. and further afield in Australia. I will begin
this presentation with a brief introduction of our
church and the history of sacred hymns, and then
talk about our efforts to preserve our musical herit-
age in the diaspora community.
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Muhammad Qadri Dalal

Muhammad Qadri Dalal was born in 1946 in Bab al-Hadid, Aleppo, Syria. He
is an Ud player and ex-director of the Arab Conservatoire of Music in Aleppo.
He is well-known for his vast memory and repertoire of traditional songs and
instrumental pieces and his precise knowledge of Arab melodic modes (magam).
He received an award from the Charles Cros Academy in France in 1988. He is
also a member of the Ensemble Al-Kindi, which produces many CD’s on a French
label.
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Aleppo is a historic city famous for its traditional
song repertoire. In the first part of this concert, the
Aleppine singing tradition will be introduced to the
audience together with Japanese interpretation. Later
Mr. Dalal will give his Ud performance, in which he
plays tagsim(improvisation), traditional pieces for
instrument and a medley of traditional songs. Qadd
“Ya Malt al-Sham™ and ““Sama‘l on Nawa Athar
mode by Jamil ‘Uways” will be among the pieces
performed. Collaboration is by Lisa lino and Yuji
Tsunemi.
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Kosuke Matsubara

Associate Professor, University of Tsukuba, Ph.D. Specialty: History of
Urban Planning in the Middle East and North Africa.He was consecutively
JSPS postdoctoral researcher at Japan Center for Academic Cooperation at the
University of Aleppo and JICA specialist for the Damascus Metropolitan Area
Urban Planning and Development Project.

Japanese cooperation in the field of urban planning
has continued since Japanese planner Gyoji Ban-
shoya developed the master plan for Damascus in
1968, which is still active today. His master plan of
Aleppo in 1975 was also the official plan until re-
cently. This history of Japanese cooperation includ-
ed quite important tasks such as conservation and
development of historic cities, and the relationship
between cultural heritage administration and urban
planning, and continuity of international cooperation.

In this presentation, I will report on 50 years of co-
operation with Japanese urban planning specialists
from Banshoya and the project currently suspended.
Especially, I will focus on the balance between his-
toric city conservation historic city and modern de-
velopment based on the introduction of motor traffic.
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Nobuko Inaba

Professor, University of Tsukuba. Doctor of Engineering. Specialty: World
Heritage Studies, Architecture. Trained as a conservation architect and
architectural historian, she gained her practical knowledge and experience in
heritage policy development and management while serving in the Japanese
government's Agency for Cultural Affairs and its affiliated research institute from
1991 to 2008. Her work in these periods covered both domestic and international
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affairs including that of the World Heritage Convention.

The World Heritage Convention was adopted in
1972 by combining a draft prepared by the section in
charge of cultural heritage in UNESCO and a coun-
terproposal draft >World Heritage Trust” convention
prepared by the United States of America. The list
for international cooperation in the UNESCO draft
became the List of World Heritage in Danger, and the
list of sites of the Outstanding Universal Value in the
US draft became the World Heritage List now well
known among the public. Always the importance of
the World Heritage List in Danger is referred to dur-
ing discussions of the future of the convention, but
it is easily forgotten in the busy evaluation processes
of new sites, which are given more attention.

World Heritage sites related to conflicts (two sites
in Mari in 2012, six sites in Syria in 2013 and two
sites in Palestine in 2012 and 2014) were inscribed
on the List in Danger. The World Heritage Conven-
tion was adopted to establish a system for interna-
tional cooperation based on experience of saving the
Nubian site in Egypt from development. The speaker
will discuss how much we expect or are prepared to
utilize this convention in conflict situations.
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Hidemitsu Kuroki

Professor, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies. Specialty: Area Studies of the
Middle East, especially Ottoman History of Syria. He stayed in Syria around four
years in total mainly during the 1990s, conducting research on Ottoman Aleppo at
The Center for Historical Sources in Damascus (Markaz al-Watha’iq al-Ta rikhiya

bi-Dimashgq).
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The Syrian conflict has damaged not only archae-
ological sites but also historical documents and ar-
chival sources. It is known that the wagfiya archives
at Umayyad Mosque in the center of the old city of
Aleppo were totally lost during battles in this area.
Likewise, it can be imagined that various kinds of
historic documents at Islamic and Christian institu-
tions and at many local administration offices in the
country have been burnt or stolen. I heard that UN-
ESCO was planning to start a project to investigate
the whereabouts of archives tracing back to the year
2011 however, this may not be an easy task.

I must confess I do not have a definite plan to tack-
le this immense problem. What I can do now is to
share with the audience the rich memory of the Syr-
ian past, by exploring Aleppo’s Ottoman documents,
which may still be safe in Suq Saluja, Damascus.
This record of the coexistence of many ethnic and
religious groups will be a pointer for the Syrian peo-
ple to recover their original “living together” in the
(near) future.
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THE CURRENT CONDITION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES
AND ACTIVITIES FOR THE PRESERVATION OF

CULTURAL HERITAGE IN AFGHANISTAN
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Kosaku Maeda

Professor Emeritus of Wako University:Vice Chairperson of Japan Consortium
for International Cooperation in Cultural Heritage. Speciality: Cultural History of
Asia, especially Central Asia. In 1964, he engaged in investigation of the Buddhist
sites of Afghanistan as a member of the Nagoya University Scientific Mission.
After the destruction of the Giant Buddhas by the Taliban regime, he has worked
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for the preservation and conservation of the sites.

Based on the cultural convention between France
and Afghanistan, archaeological excavation in Af-
ghanistan was begun in 1923 by the DAFA (Delega-
tion Archeologique Francaise en Afghanistan). Since
1953 other international delegations have participat-
ed in archaeological excavation in Afghanistan.

In 2001, the tragic destruction of the most impor-
tant historical and cultural heritage in the Bamiyan
valley was caused by the Taliban despite intensive
negotiations. What can we learn from this bitter ex-
perience?
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