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Syria-Japan cooperation on safeguarding of the Syrian

More

1061964

Bosra Ancient city: Latest
news

cultural heritage

The DGAM met the archaeological Japanese missions at Japan on Monday, 15
March 2015 at Center for Middle Eastern Studies (JaCMES) in Beirut,

Photos: Damages at the SE
tombs and vally of the

5 heritage.
Tombs in Palmyra ©

concerning Syria-Japan cooperation on safeguarding of the Syrian cultural

The aim of the meeting was to discuss the situation of the endangered Syrian

More

safeguarding Syrian cultural heritage,

cultural heritage and possibility of Japanese contribution for safeguarding it

in the near future by Syrian and
Japanese specialists together with the
cooperation of the Lebanese specialists.
The meeting was based on the
symposium held in Tokyo Japan on 21-
22 February 2015_(A crisis of Syrian
cultural heritage and the effort to

safeguard it).

During the Opening session, the
participants addressed the Lebanese and
the DGAM contribution for
the results of Tokyo symposium

followed by a discussion on the possibility of Japanese contribution.
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Bosra Ancient city: Latest
news

Photos: Damages at the SE
tombs and vally of the
Tombs in Palmyra

Bosra Ancient City: Severe
Clashes within the area

Aleppo old city: Tunnel
Explosion near Bab al Nasr

Photos: Damages at Temple
of Bel in Palmyra

Syria-Japan cooperation on
safeguarding of the Syrian
cultural heritage

More
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The discussed topics were focused on: the current status of the cultural
heritage of Syria and the damages, mutual interest for cooperation including
the exchange experiences in the field of protection movable heritage,
rehabilitation the damaged old cities(especially the old city of Aleppo), training
and capacity building of local staff, and provide technical support for securing
protection for the collection of museums.

The meeting was attended by:

Syria (DGAM): Prof. Maamoun Abdulkarim (Director-General) Dr. Ahmad
Deb (Director, Museum Affairs) Ms. Lina Kutiefan (Director, Site Management
& Foreign Cooperation).

apan: Prof. Akira Tsuneki (University of Tsukuba), Dr. Kiyohide Saito
(Archacological Institute of Kashihara, Nara Prefecture), Prof. Hidemitsu
Kuroki (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies), Prof. Shin’ichi Nishiyama
(Chubu University).

Lebanon: Dr. Sarkis Khoury (Director-General, DGA), Invited excavation

teams working in Syria: Prof. Jeanine Abdul Massih (Lebanese University), Dr.
Nadine Panayot Haroun (Balamand University), Dr. Maya Haidar Boustany
(Saint Joseph University), Dr. Leila Badre (American University of Beirut).

UNESCO_Office Beirut: George Kredi, Coordinator of cultural programs

Cristina Menegazzi EU Project Management Unit .

This meeting was organized by University of Tsukuba and supported by the
Agency for Cultural Affair, Government of Japan, and Japan Center for
Middle Eastern Studies, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies.
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2. DGAM Vision during the Crises

Dear colleagues, first, I wish to express my sincere thanks to
you, especially Prof. Akira Tsuneki and his colleagues for
organizing this important conference about Syrian cultural
heritage during this sad crisis. We are very sad that we can’t
attend with you but it was out of our control. However your
presence as professors and friends of Syrian cultural heritage will
guarantee the success of this conference which aims to gather
international efforts in Japan and other countries to suggest
solutions and ideas for safeguarding Syrian cultural heritage.

We in DGAM consider the Japanese an important partner
because of our long journey and relationship with your
archaeology specialists in Syria. We also, consider this
Conference an important platform where experts can consider
how to tackle some of the challenges and ideas for safeguarding
Syrian cultural heritage, and I look forward to exploring further

collaboration and engagement between the Japanese and

Maamoun ABDULKARIM

(General Director of Antiquities and Museums, Syria)

DGAM. Now let me give you a brief idea of what happened to

the Syrian cultural heritage.

INTRODUCTION

Many old Syrian cities have been subject to damage and
destruction, and some significant castles and archaeological
buildings, not only in the history of Syria but also in the history
of mankind, have been affected, as well. Much of what we had
feared has happened; for example, vast regions extending along
the geography of Syria are now classified as “Distressed
Cultural Areas” due to the exacerbation of clandestine
excavation crimes and deliberate damage to our historic
monuments and cultural landmarks in those regions, such as
Southern Hasaka, Dura Europos, Ebla, Ancient Villages in the
Dead Cities, Simeon Castle and its surroundings, Yarmuk Valley

in Daraa, and Apamea, etc (Fig. 1).

Fig. 1 Map showing the status of archaeological sites



THE CURRENT SITUATION

Hundreds of archaeological sites have been damaged by
looting. Six sites registered on UNESCO’s World Heritage List;
all these sites were officially listed as being in danger in June

2013.

Archaeological Sites
Clashes: Several archaeological sites and monuments have
suffered through armed clashes like (Old Aleppo, Old Homs)
(Fig. 2).
Vandalism: Tllegal construction projects within archaeological
areas. People breaking the massive building blocks from ancient
buildings into smaller stones that they sell or use to build.
Archaeological sites have been transformed into battlefields.
People, who were displaced due to clashes, live inside the
archaeological sites. Representation statues are being destroyed
by extremist groups intent on eradicating the unique testimonies
of Syria’s rich cultural diversity (Fig. 3, A).
Illlegal Excavation: The Ilevel of danger threatening
archaeological sites is rising due to the absence of concerned
governmental institutions and archaeological authorities in
some areas. For example, several archaeological sites were
subject to serious violations and intense excavation some of
which were carried out in a systematic fashion by armed
antiquities gangs, particularly in areas near borders or those
witnessing violent conflicts.

Damage violates the sanctity of the archaeological sites in
Deir ez-Zor through digs conducted by antiquities thieves who
sell the discovered finds to local and foreign dealers as is the

case at some sites, such as Mari, Dura Europos, Halbia, Buseira,

Tell Sheikh Hamad and Tell es-Sin.

Ghassanieh School - Old Homs 2014

These phenomena are particularly bad in the far east of Syria
at Mari and Dura Europos where an armed gang has taken over
the site. A lot of violations damaging the archaeological levels
at Tell al-Bay’ah and other neighboring tells (hills) in Raqqa
were documented.

Some sites within the Dead Cities in Idlib inscribed on the
World Heritage List (Gebel al-Aalaa, Gebel al-Wastani and
Gebel Barisha) have been subject to destruction and serious
damage, in particular the unique churches they encompass.
Information indicates that digs are being carried out at these
churches, particularly towards the absid, by antiquities gangs
coming from Turkey. Kafr Oqab and Kfeir, according to
information, is the most damaged site in the region (Fig. 3, B).

Ebla site was subject to intense excavation causing the
destruction of some part of the site. Efforts made by members of
the local community, succeeded in controlling the situation
temporarily. However, digs have been active.

Apamea site is considered one of the most affected sites as a
result of the ongoing secret excavations at the site, which are
centered around the eastern, northeastern and western regions of
the city (Fig. 3, C). Moreover, a comparison between two photos
taken by satellite, the first of which was taken before the
beginning of the crisis in Syria and the second on April 4™,
2012, shows the amount of looting and destruction Apamea site
was subject to due to secret excavation. The looting in Apamea
started long before the crises, much of it usually done by local
people looking for treasure.

During the crises, great stretches of the country became
outside state control, mafia from neighboring countries hired
hundreds of people to strip sites, thieves have brought in

antiquities experts to advise them about the best places to dig,

Old Aleppo

Fig. 2 Damage caused by clashes



A. Vandalism at Saint Simeon Castle 2014 - Aleppo

C. Apamea 2014 - Hama

E. Hamam Turkman - Raqqa 2014

B. Illegal excavation in Ancient Villages - 1dlib

D. Sash Hamdan 2013 - Raqqa

F. Valley of Tombs - Palmyra 2013

Fig. 3 The Status of archaeological sites

going by the orderly nature of the excavations and in many
cases they are obliterating the archaeological records by using
bulldozers.

This trend of illegal digs has become very common in the city

of Daraa with hundreds of hired men and armed antiquities

gangs take part in the digs inside al-Omari Mosque and at the
archaeological sites along Wadi al-Yarmouk and at Tell al-
Ash’ari, which might cause irreparable damage if these digs
continue at this pace.

Large areas in the countryside of Aleppo as Tell Qaramel etc.,



were destroyed by means of heavy machinery; in addition, other
sites in this region have been permanently violated.

Many of the most famous ancient sites in Syria are now held
by fundamentalist Islamic groups, thereby in danger include the
reliefs carved at the Shash Hamdan, a Roman cemetery (Fig. 3,
D,E). The fundamentalist Islamists blew up and destroyed a
sixth-century Byzantine mosaic at Raqqa which was discovered
at Tell Saeed.

Much of the trafficking in looted artifacts is orchestrated by
sophisticated networks across the Middle East. Once looted
antiquities leave Syria, they are most frequently trafficked
through neighboring countries. Lebanon is the only Arab
country that cooperates and coordinates with the Syrian
authorities, and it returns the objects to Syria. While the rest of
the neighboring countries unfortunately do not cooperate with
us. Members of an antiquities smuggling network have been
arrested by Lebanese authorities after having smuggled a
number of stolen Syrian archaeological artifacts, which have
been displayed for sale by antique dealers in Lebanon. These
artifacts were stolen from cemeteries in Palmyra and churches
in Homs (Fig. 3, F). It is likely that most of the artifacts are
being smuggled to Turkey, Iraq and Jordan due to the open
borders. Unfortunately, we received little international help in

preventing the looting of Syria’s rich heritage.

Museums - Thefts

Since the beginning of the crisis, Syrian museums have
witnessed the theft of two archaeological artifacts, namely a gilt
bronze statue, dating back to the Aramaean era, from Hama
Museum and a stone marble piece from Apamea Museum.

Thieves stole historical pieces from Aleppo Museum of
Folklore, namely glassware, Baghdadi daggers, six spears and
some garments.

17 pieces of pottery in addition to some clay figurines were
stolen from the exhibition hall of Jaabar Castle.

The Information came from Department of Antiquities of
Homs assumed that there was no theft in the Homs Museum and
all the collections were transported to Damascus in August
2014.

Due to the painful events endured by the city of Raqqa as well
as the absence of the concerned governmental and cultural
institutions, robbers seized six boxes, containing archaeological
artifacts, which were stored in Ragqa Museum warehouses.
Previously, an armed group moved three boxes containing
artifacts, which belong to the National Museum, to an unknown
location. However, efforts exerted by the department cadres
have not been successful in gaining the return of these boxes so
far (Fig. 4).

Almost 100 gunmen broke into the warehouses of the Heraqgla
archaeological building and stole their contents comprising of

hundreds of artifacts, such as different kinds of potteries, plaster

Fig. 4 The status of museums



ware, pieces of mosaics and broken pottery for research, which
represented the results of archaeological excavation at different
sites in Raqqa over the years.

30 pieces of art were stolen from Maarrat al Nu’'man Museum
almost a year ago after an armed group stormed the place. The
pieces included small dolls and statues made of clay and mud,
broken pottery and amulets. Nevertheless, all the mosaics in the
museum are safe and unscathed.

Tangible damage has affected the architectural structure of
some museums, such as Aleppo Museum and Deir ez-Zor

Museum.

VISION
Our vision for safeguarding cultural heritage in danger now is
as follows:

1) Avoid using the issue of antiquities for political agendas,
which might affect them.

2) Appeals to avoid and respect the archaeological sites.

3) Protecting the holdings of all museums and transferring
them to safe locations.

4) Cooperating with members of the local community.

5) Protect Syrian cultural heritage with all its components, and
keep it safe as much as possible.

6) Unify the visions of all Syrians concerning antiquities, to
defend and protect them as they represent what has always
brought our people together.

7) Urge Syrian people to take responsibility and take part in

safeguarding their archaeological heritage.
Measures Taken Locally

Secure, salvage and stabilize museum objects:

1) Museums were emptied.

A. Damascus National Museum 2012

2) Burglar alarms were installed.

3) Number of guards and patrols was increased (Fig. 5, A).

Documentation:

1) Museum objects.

2) Damage to archaeological sites.

3) Using GIS.

4) Updated daily information about damages on DGAM
website.

5) Issued publication on the importance of the Syrian heritage.

Raising awareness:

1) Heritage Day in Damascus citadel: Photo gallery about
violations against Syrian cultural heritage.

2) National campaign launched to raise people’s awareness.

3) Workshop on “FIGHTING AGAINST ILLICIT
TRAFFICKING OF CULTURAL PROPERTY: Capacity-
building and awareness-raising” (Fig. 5, B).

Communicate with the various actors involved, and work in

teams:

1) Organizations, governmental and non-governmental,
universities and various private associations.

2) Providing training for university students.

3) In some cases collaborating with military in the service of
rescuing museums.

4) Police, customs, governorate, municipalities and other
public bodies.

Strengthen legislation: New antiquities law will be soon

reviewed by the people’s assembly. The new amendments will

govern reproduction of antiquities, impose harsher sentences on

those who smuggled antiquities, and implement site management

plans for ancient monuments.

Collaboration with local authorities: More than 4000

archaeological artifacts were returned during the past year

B. Raising awareness workshops

Fig. 5 DGAM efforts in safeguarding Syrian Cultural Heritage
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through confiscations carried out by concerned bodies (police,
customs, the governorate, municipalities and other public
bodies) in Damascus, Tartus, Palmyra, Homs, Hama, Deir ez-
Zor, etc.

Treasure containing 1600 silver-plated bronze coins,
discovered in the region of al-Shaer mountain between Palmyra
and Homs, in addition to tens of artifacts which were about to be
smuggled in June 2013.

Involving local community: The local community in the
village of Brhlia in the region of Barada valley, accidentally
found a mosaic dating back to the late of Roman era and the
beginning of the Byzantine period around the middle of the 4"
century they informed the antiquities authorities and helped us
to transfer it to the Damascus National Museum in order to

restore it.

Measures Taken Internationally

Cooperating with UNESCO: Urging neighboring countries to
prohibit illicit trafficking in Syrian archaeological heritage.
Several workshops held by UNESCO to exchange visions and
information with representatives of archaeological authorities
in the neighboring countries and international organizations and
archaeological missions, in Amman 2013 “to address the issue
of illicit trafficking” and define safeguarding action plan, in
Paris 2014 to allay international awareness and established an

observatory to monitor the state of Syria’s cultural heritage (Fig.

A. UNESCO workshop - Paris 2014

6,A).

Cooperating with ICOM: Presented both English and German

versions of the ICOM Emergency Red List of Syrian Cultural

Objects at Risk (Fig. 6, B).

Cooperating with INTERPOL: Maintain Coordination with

international INTERPOL and World Customs Organization, this

close collaboration succeeded in fighting trafficking in Syrian

antiquities. 18 Syrian mosaic panels were confiscated at the

Lebanese border, and 73 Syrian artifacts smuggled to Lebanon

to be sold by antique dealers were confiscated, as well. Thanks

to the cooperation of the antiquities authorities in Lebanon and

the UNESCO Office in Beirut.

Cooperating with International archaeologists: Sharing data

with International archaeologists, about situation assessment

and documentation. For sharing data we need:

1) Emergency inventory and digital mapping.

2) Feeding the database resources (information, satellite
images, maps, photos, inventories etc...).

3) Trafficking of Syrian cultural objects.

4) Existing databases for the damaged sites.

5) Examination of existing databases.

We also need training for building capacity such as:

1) Museology, conservation and museum management.

2) Managing documentation, data and digital archives.

3) GIS application and risk map.

4) International Legislation.

B. ICOM Emergency Red List

Fig. 6 International cooperation to safeguarding Syrian Culture Heritage

*All Photos taken by DGAM Syria.
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CONCLUSION
Syrian antiquities are in dire need today of the awareness and rescue a civilization worthy of life and respect, which has given
solidarity of all the International community. We are awaiting a lot to the whole world. Once again I would like to thank you

international action that supports the local efforts made to and wish you all the success for this conference.
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3. Syrian Museums during the Crises

I would like to thank you for organizing such an important
conference. | will speak in my presentation about the damages
and the taken procedures to safeguard the museum objects, and
an evaluation of the current status in the Syrian museums and
the adopted strategies:

1. Weaknesses resulting of the damages due to combats,

thefts, lack of staff.

2. Strengths in the fairly good physical status of the
museums and their objects, by safeguarding the contents
in safe places, except from rare museums.

3. Risks due to conversion of some archaeological sites to
combat fields, increasing thefts, and faking objects.

4. Opportunities in cooperation with the local communities

Ahmed DEEB
(Director of Museum affairs, DGAM - Syria)

to neutralize the cultural heritage, collaboration with the
int’l institutions, rehabilitation and recovery, and

documentation and information systems (Fig. 1).

Clashes

Tangible damage has affected the architectural structure of
some museums, such as Aleppo Museum and Deir ez-Zor
Museum. For instance, some windows and doors were smashed,
and some suspended ceilings were damaged due to explosions
and mortar shells in areas adjacent to the two museums.

In addition, Hama and Maarrat Nu’man Museums as well as
Museums of Folklore in Homs and Deir ez-Zor suffered physical

damage as a result of clashes (Fig. 2). Moreover, the walls of

Fig. 1 Map showing the damaged archaeological sites
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Fig. 2 Folk Traditions Museum — Homs

Palmyra Museum were affected after being hit by rockets fired

from the neighboring orchards.

Thefts

Since the beginning of the crisis, Syrian museums have
witnessed the theft of two archaeological artifacts, namely a gilt
bronze statue, dating back to the Aramaean era, from Hama
Museum and a stone marble piece from Apamea Museum.

Thieves stole historical pieces from Aleppo’s Museum of
Folklore, namely glassware, Baghdadi daggers, six spears and
some garments.

17 pieces of pottery in addition to some clay figurines were
stolen from the exhibition hall of Jaabar Castle.

30 pieces of art were stolen from Maarrat Museum almost a
year ago after an armed group stormed the place. The pieces
included small figurines and statues made of clay and mud,
broken pottery and amulets. Nevertheless, all the mosaics in the
museum are safe and unscathed.

Pieces from Palmyra, Qunaitera and Deir el Zour Museum.

The weaponry hall in the museum of Deir Atieh was subject
to theft of historical and modern pistols and shooting guns.

Theft of a range of modern weapons from Deir Atieh Museum

Due to the painful events endured by the city of Ragga as well
as the absence of the concerned governmental and cultural
institutions, robbers stole six boxes, containing archaeological
artifacts, which were stored in Ragga Museum’s warehouses.
Previously, an armed group moved three boxes containing
artifacts, which belong to the National Museum, to an unknown

location. However, efforts exerted by the staff of the department

have not been successful in returning those boxes so far.
Generally, thefts in all museums in Syria don’t exceed 1% (Fig.
3).

Restored Pieces within Syrian territories during the
Crisis

Internationally: The DGAM has returned 69 archaeological
pieces and 18 mosaic pieces from Lebanon.

Locally: The DGAM has returned more than 6000 archaeological
pieces through object restored carried out by the concerned
bodies (the police, the customs, the provnce and other public
bodies) in Syria: 148 archaeological pieces from Der Atieh

Museum, and archaeological pieces from Palmyra (Fig. 4).

Measures taken

Closing down the Museum and taking the following actions:

* The museums were emptied of their holdings.

» All archaeological artifacts were kept in safe and secure
places.

e In addition, anti-theft alarms were installed in some
museums and fortresses, and the number of guards and
patrols was increased.

» Activation control and alarm devices.

* Installation of metal doors of private museums and

warehouses.

Measures taken locally
The DGAM has taken a series of steps to involve all the

Syrian people in defending the archaeological heritage, their
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Theft weapons — Deir Atieh

Heragla ware house — Raqga

Theft pieces — Ragga Museum

Fig. 3 Theft objects

Gilt bronze statue — Hama
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Fig. 4 Confiscated objects

Fig. 5 DGAM documentation efforts

common memory and all that brings them together throughout
history. Therefore, it has started a national campaign to raise
people’s awareness on the value of their antiquities and their
role in protecting them regard less of any political or intellectual
difference dividing them today. The campaign was for 23
million Syrian to get involved in safeguarding ancient Syrian
antiquities and cultural heritage, which they are proud of.
Cooperation with media and lectures at cultural center are other

activities.

Measures taken internationally
* Organizing with the international institutions: UNESCO
and its offices in Beirut, Amman, Manama.

+ ICOMOS.

*All photos taken by DGAM Syria.

ICROM.

ICOM.

World Monuments Fund.

INTERPOL and International Customs.
Red List.

Documentation of museum objects and records

The DGAM team had finished the first phase of the
documentation process, which is included about 140,000
objects, and about 100,000 photos (Fig. 5).

The DGAM team had finished the documentation of the
museum records up to 90%.

To Protect all the stored archaeological objects by the
DGAM team.
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4. Syrian Tangible Cultural Heritage: Reality and Protection Efforts

Syria is famous for a historical heritage that spans from
prehistoric times until the end of the Ottoman period. This is
evidenced by thousands of sites and archaeological monuments
scattered all over the country. They represent an open-air
museum, containing the traces of some of the oldest civilizations
in the world.

Today, after more than three years of the crises, the Syrian
immovable cultural heritage is under unprecedented pressure.
The country not only suffered great loss of life, but also the
cultural heritage of Syria is being destroyed in the war. The
archaeological and cultural heritage in the country are in danger
and the situation of the archaeological sites, and monuments is
very worrying. They are often close to combat zones and
sometimes even become battlefields and targets.

Actual damages can be broken down into different
categories and vary in degrees of degradation. These range from
the simple graffiti on roman temples at the Dead Cities to the
destruction of the Old City of Aleppo (Fig. 1).

Apart of territory in Syria has been transferred to the effective
control of Islamic extremists group, particularly in the northern

and eastern parts of the country. These regions contain a large

Lina KUTIEFAN
(Director of Sites Management, DGAM)

Fig. 1 Destruction of the Old City of Aleppo

number of significant heritage sites and museums (Fig. 2).

The Islamic extremists group there has destroyed cultural
sites and artifacts, churches, tombs and shrines in an effort to
cultural cleansing in contested territories. Concurrently, cultural
antiquities that escape demolition are looted and illicitly
trafficked to help fund armed operations, the extent of the trade
is unknown due to difficulties accessing historical sites in the
clashes areas.

Several archaeological sites and old cities have suffered from

Fig. 2 The grey color show the areas controlled by ISIL in North and East of Syria which contain a large number of significant heritage

sites and museums.



clashing; notably in Aleppo, with over 1,000 traditional shops
burnt out (Fig. 3), and the minaret of the great mosque, dating
back to the Umayyad period, was entirely destroyed.

Destruction witnessed in several monuments in Homs
through clashing or the modification of landscapes. The
monuments of Homs have been particularly damaged such as:
Khalid Bin al-Walid mosque, and the traditional Souk (Fig. 4).

Furthermore, in northern Syria, and especially in the region
of 1dlib, the archaeological site area of Ebla has also been the
center of destruction because of lack of conservation (Fig. 5).
The civil occupation of archaeological areas has additionally
led to the progressive destruction of monuments, mostly through
the broken and reuse of archaeological material in the
construction of new houses, but also through active degradation.

The Dead Cities are exemplified by the case of Serjilla,
Shinshrah and Bara where civil occupation of the area led to the
reuse of blocs from sites (Fig. 6).

In the province of Daraa, where the poor security conditions,

Fig. 3 Aleppo historic souk burns as clashes continues in Old City of
Aleppo.

Fig. 5 Ebla suffered of lack of conservation and Illegal excavations.
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the digging and archaeological excavations in Daraa increased.
The secret excavations and smuggling aboard have been
performed by some of the locals, such as Tell “‘Ashari, Wadi al-
Yarmuk, al-Mzirib, Inkhel, Sahm al-Golan, Heet, where brokers
have their experts, excavators, merchants and smugglers.

As aresult of this condition the six sites in Syria are registered
on UNESCO’s World Heritage List, all these sites were officially
listed as being in danger of damage or destruction in June 2013
(Fig. 7).

Measures:

With photographs of collapsed buildings and smashed statues
making regular appearances in the media, it is easy to believe
that the situation is hopeless. But not all reports are bleak.

We started to ask ourselves, «In the face of crises, is there any
form of protective measure that can possibly be taken, especially
for immovable forms of cultural heritage that cannot be hidden».
One answers, and there is no question that it is not a substitute

for protection and preservation, is documentation.

Fig. 4 Khaled Bin al-Walid Mosque — Homs

Fig. 6 Displaced people lived within the “Dead City” of Shanshrah, ,
northern Idlib
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Fig. 7 Syria World Heritage in danger

From the beginning of the crises on 2011 we started lobbied
for comprehensive documentation program, depending on the
available digital national inventory of buildings and sites in
DGAM and the inventory of the immovable heritage that drew
up by the IT department since 2008 which we called Digital
Information System. All related data for those buildings
registered on the National Heritage List (NHL) have been input
in this system (Fig. 8).

Then a dedicated interface was constructed to record
damages: location and parts, short description, and photos. This
damage database contain 720 records for immovable heritage,
cross referenced to the database of historic buildings and
monuments that contains 4500 records.

We strive to continuously update the post of the damage done
to the Syrian heritage (in the areas under conflicts) with relevant
links to articles, videos, audio recordings, etc.... documented
the damage and sabotage acts.

We made it our goal to ascertain, insofar as possible, the
condition of all the monuments and archaeological sites,
whether listed or not, that were reported to have sustained
damage. Focusing on crisis time and post-crisis destruction, the
survey was primarily a damage assessment. Limitations on our
time and resources and the difficulties of access to some sites
prevented us from making more detailed studies for each
monument or site. Updating the system information is the main

basis for reporting, and reporting is done annualy. Our staff

Fig. 8 Digital Information System

monitors and reviews the state of affairs and activities relating
to national monuments at risk from illicit building or clashing,
they has drawn up a List of Endangered Sites on which
emergency protection measures must be carried out to prevent
them being completely destroyed.

The data of damages published in the KMZ interactive
mapping format via Google Earth. Maps of archaeological sites
and historical buildings and cities had been documented by type
of damage, with another maps of site-scale in each damaged city
(Figs. 9-11).

GIS Geographic Information System of the National Heritage
is one of the main pillars. It is mainly due to its ability to present
the cultural heritage sites in a digital map, promptly identify
their location, borders using thematic map layers (Fig. 12).

An interactive map and information were published to the
public through the DGAM website.

Digitizing materials are also going on, and it helps to preserve
the original records of the immovable heritage (Fig. 13).

We share the latest news on DGAM website: www.dgam.gov.
sy, facebook and Tweeter including events, publications, and
exclusive news bar where latest updates on the areas in conflict
and the status of the cultural heritage there, in English and
Arabic.

Finally, in my country, there are people still fighting to save
our heritage that was at the heart of the ancient world and has

been a cultural crossroads for millennia.



Fig. 9 KMZ Interactive Mapping Format via Google Earth: Damaged sites map — Syria

Fig. 10 Primary damaged assessments
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Fig. 11 Sites scale for damaged sites

Fig. 12 Using GIS for documentation - Bosra

Fig.13 Digitalizing materials
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5. Under Threat of Losing Identity: Syrian Heritage in Danger

Abstract

Syria with its current natural boundaries is a modern country
with significant territory within the Fertile Crescent. This
geographical area is considered one of the most culturally
diversified and agriculturally fertile zones in West Asia. It is
also considered to be the principal center for the emergence of
agriculture, villages, and cities, and hence is called the cradle of
civilization. Syria has one of the world’s richest archaeological
heritages, richly represented by civilizations that existed on its
lands for thousands of years. Syrian archaeological sites are
unique among archaeological discoveries because of the
contribution of these civilizations to the development of
mankind.

Syria was the place where the so-called Neolithic revolution
started around the 10" millennium BC, and the Akkadians,
Amorites, Babylonians, Assyrians, Arameans and Canaanites
inhabited this area for three thousand years. During its long
classical history, the area that is now Syria encompassed the
Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine eras, and with the arrival of
Islam, witnessed an explosion of creativity and learning in all
aspects of life. These together represent the oldest alphabet in
the world, oldest known pieces of music notation, oldest treaties
and agreements, oldest markets, largest citadels and the most
gorgeous mosques and schools which still exist today. Therefore
the whole world condemns the destruction of these discoveries,

which also represent the Syrian past and identity.

Syrian Heritage during the Current Crisis

Months after the beginning of demonstrations in Syria during
March 2011, the situation turned into armed conflict and
generated the world’s largest humanitarian crisis in recent years.
This conflict not only affected people lives, but also street
paving, residential buildings, cultural properties, archaeological
monuments and excavation sites.

Aside from politics, and being archaeologists we have our

own crisis in this country. Our crisis is the challenges and

Sari JAMMO
(University of Tsukuba)

destruction that Syrian heritage has faced during these past four
years. Our crisis is to admit our responsibility and duty towards
finding appropriate ways to safeguard Syrian heritage loss from
destruction and diaspora as much as possible.

In the beginning, let me present some aspects of what Syrian
heritage faces in the current situation.

Syrian heritage is currently burdened with extremely hard
conditions and faces more threats. The country’s heritage
properties are exposed to several threats such as destruction,
looting, illicit trade, theft and corrupt antiquity dealers which in
turn lead to substantial damage or complete destruction of many
important archaeological sites and historical monuments.
Basically, the state of Syrian heritage and its destruction are due
to lack of full awareness among many people, and lack of
appreciation for the importance of cultural properties or

understanding that these properties belong to all Syrians.

The Destruction of Built Heritage

The effects of the crisis can be clearly seen on heritage
buildings and historical sites all over Syria. Unfortunately, the
conflicted parties don’t show any consideration for the
importance of these buildings by segregating them from the
conflict, but in fact the opposite has occurred. Heritage buildings
and sites became battlefields and were also used as military
bases and headquarters. These acts are completely contrary to
the Hague Conventions, which states adversaries must protect
cultural properties in the event of armed conflicts such as those
which occurred in Syria. As a result, heritage sites became
targets and were violently attacked by all kinds of weapons,
which in turn caused massive damage and destruction making
renovation or rebuilding impossible for some sites.

These accidents can be seen all over Syria, starting with six
world heritage sites, which UNESCO has placed on its
endangered list.

According to media reports and local witnesses, the

destruction was massive and unbelievable. Let me summarize
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the extensive destruction faced by the built heritage in Syria.

1- The Citadels
The citadels in ancient times were used for military proposes,
however being very old, did not help them avoid the heritage

crisis currently occurring in Syria.

The Crac des Chevaliers

This is the citadel most affected by damage at the moment. It
had been used as a military base because of its geographical
location, isolation and defensive nature. There has been
substantial damage to its infrastructure ranging from severe to
moderate damage in several areas of the citadel. The damage is
distributed on the external and internal interfaces of the citadel
represented by stonework collapse and demolition of the arches.
Some of the destruction affected the stability of the citadel and
caused collapse in parts of the ceiling, walls, and stairs in some
places (Fig. 1).

The frequent severe damage can be summarized by the
collapse in some parts of the citadel like Zahir Bybars Tower,
the stairs that lead to the roof of the store tower, the stairs in the

Knights Hall and surface decorations in the Knights Hall.

Qala’t el-Madiq

This citadel has also suffered during the conflict in Syria. The
citadel was bombed and several shells destroyed parts of the
external walls and defense towers. Also, a dirt road was dug
around the archaeological mounds where the citadel was

situated by a bulldozer (Fig. 2).

Simon Castle

Here, the citadel is used as a military base and training camp.
Threats the citadel faces include the damage by the inhabitants
and the addition of new walls, in addition to illicit excavation at
the site. Also, it has experienced some damage caused by
clashes in the area. On the other hand, the citadel faces another
risk represented by the use of explosives in the stones quarries
in the region, which leads over time to the destruction of

buildings and standing columns.

Aleppo Citadel

The center of the old city is considered one the most destroyed
heritage zones in Syria. At present, the citadel faces destruction
as many of the buildings around it because of being used as a
military base. The citadel was attacked, and the main entrance

was damaged and the door was broken (Fig. 3). Also, in

4 5

Fig. 1 Crac des Chevaliers-Homs
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Fig. 2 Qala’t el-Madig-Hama

Fig. 3 Aleppo Citadel

between, shells fell and caused damage to the citadel’s tower
and external buildings. The state of the citadel is similar to the
state of the Hittite temple on the inside of the citadel. The

damage is likely to have been caused by falling shells.

2- The Old Markets
Damage to the old markets is similar to other archaeology
and historical sites in Syria during the crisis. It has been

destroyed and some parts were completely burned.

The Covered Markets in Homs (Old Souk)

This Souk is considered one of the oldest and the largest
markets in the ancient city of Homs. It contains 15 souks
consisting of various kinds of crafts and has a unique design and
covered roof. The Souk was in the center of the conflict area in
Homs. It was a battlefield for a long time during the crisis.

The consequences were enormous, and fighting caused

massive destruction in the Souk shops and to the roofs, walls,
doors and infrastructure (Fig. 4). The state of the old souk is not
so different from other parts of the old city of Homs. Old
neighbors, the ancient mosques, churches and museum
underwent massive damage caused by all kinds of heavy and
light weapons.

Unfortunately, historical sites and buildings in the ancient
neighborhoods were obvious targets and victims beyond the
conflict, and many sites and buildings have been completely

destroyed as can be seen from the satellite imagery (Fig. 5).

The Covered Markets in Deir ez-Zor (Old Souk)

The covered souk or what is known since ancient times as the
al-Moukebi Souk dates back to the Ottoman Empire around
1864. Seven streets of the Souk are covered and are considered
one of the oldest remarkable feature markets in Deir ez-Zor.

Being in the center of the city, the Old Souk was a battlefield
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Fig. 4 Old Souk-Homs

Fig. 5 Hamidiya Neighborhood-Homs

that caused massive destruction to the structures in the Souk.
Some arches were destroyed and parts of the roof collapsed,
also many holes remain in the ceiling caused by shelling and
explosions that can be seen (Fig. 6.1~4). The entrance of the Old
Souk or what is called the Ottoman Gate reflects this destruction

and the wooden door was destroyed (Fig. 6.5,6).

In addition to the Souq explosions destroyed the Tkiyet Al-
Rawi mosque and caused massive destruction inside the

building and collapsed its minaret (Fig. 6.7,8).

The Covered Markets in Aleppo (Old Souk)
The Old Souk in Aleppo within the Old City are considered



Fig. 6 Old Souk, Ottoman Gate and Tkiyet Al-Rawi-Deir ez- Zour
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the soil of the city and its beating heart. It had spiritual and
historical meaning for people and visitors. The Old Souk,
citadel, mosques, khans and schools all combined, comprised
the nucleus of the city. The Old Souk of Aleppo is considered
the longest and best-preserved covered market in the world with
39 markets comprised of about 1,500 shops.

The conflict was close to the Souk, and it suffered extreme
damage due to fighting moving inside its alleys and surrounding
areas. The battles, bombings and the excessive use of weapons
in the old city caused incredible heartbreaking damage. Entire
parts of the Souk were destroyed, the celling is fallen in many
parts, and many holes can be seen in the roofs still standing. In
addition, a huge destructive fire torched a large number of
shops, goods and doors. The fire was uncontrolled and continued
for two days until the fire was put out (Fig. 7.1,2).

The mosques, khans, public baths and schools were all
considered embedded in the Souk. They are situated along the
alleys, and most of them faced the same destruction or worse.
The damage in the old city of Aleppo ranges from complete
destruction to being in severe danger. All of buildings in the old
city were affected without exception because their use as
military bases or their location within the battlefield, which set
them at serious risk of being attacked and destroyed.

There are many examples, the Umayyad mosque that dates
back to the 8" century AD in the center of the old city was
exposed to massive damage and at the end its famous minarets,
considered the most beautiful minarets in Aleppo collapsed
(Fig. 8.1~4).

Not only the minarets of the Umayyad mosque, but also
many other buildings faced the same destruction. For example:

Al-Adliya Mosque (Fig. 9.1), Al-Otroush Mosque (Fig. 9.2),

Al-Matbakh Al-Ajami (Fig. 9.3), Yalbougha al-Nasri Hammam
(Fig. 9.4).

Satellite imagery is sufficient to visualize the magnitude of
the destruction happening in the Old City (Fig. 10).

Unfortunately, the status of built heritage is the same all over
Syria. All sites are exposed to the danger of destruction via
attack due to their location close to the conflict area or their
position as a battleground.. The destruction caused under these
conditions is very difficult to document or estimate. As a result,
we will lose a lot of information that will help to rehabilitate or
rebuild in the future.

The build heritage situation varies from city to another. The
damage is huge in cities subjected to military action since the
percentage of damage increases with the increase in action
between the military and the opposition. However, this does not
mean the sites are completely safe. The sites that look stable
appear in the conflict from time to time. This means that these
sites face slow destruction but in general it is also severe.

In the Ancient City of Bosra, unstable conditions lead to
destruction of some of the monuments and buildings. Extensive
fighting occurred in the region and shelling damage can be
clearly seen which caused walls and roofs to collapse even
though some structures are still inhabited. Some of the buildings
facing destruction are the Roman baths, Saint Serge Cathedral,
Mosque Al-Omari and Mosque of Umar and the collapse of the
famous Cradle of the King’s Daughter (Fig. 11).

At present, it’s difficult to estimate or clarify the destruction
in many places throughout Syria due to the seriousness of the
situation and intensification of the fighting in many places.

There are various risks contiguous with military action or

when the conflict decreases in any area. In the case of destroyed

Fig. 7 Old Souk- Aleppo
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Fig. 8 Great Umayyad Mosque-Aleppo

buildings, it’s difficult to rebuild or do anything urgently.
However in the case of severe or moderate damage caused by
destruction to building structures some urgent actions must be
taken. For example, many of these building are exposed and
partly damaged. These damaged sections need urgent
strengthening to avoid transformation of the damaged building
from severe or moderate status into completely destroyed which

causes huge challenges for rebuilding in the future.

Syrian Cultural Properties under Risk of Illicit Trafficking

The second main cause for the destruction of Syrian cultural
heritage and identity is extensive illicit excavations that affect a
lot of the archaeological sites all over Syria.

The destruction and looting of archaeological sites and
objects through illicit excavation is no more, less dangerous or
destructive than the war operations being carried out throughout
Syria. In Syria there are over than 10,000 archaeological sites
Most if not all excavation sites were facilitated by foreign

missions and were attacked first. The excavation sites and

storage houses spread all over Syria were an easy target and
thieves and illicit diggers utilized knowledge that these places
had value materials.

In illicit excavations and trafficking, Syrian heritage faces
risk caused by: The lack of awareness of people, thieves and
dealers.

According to many reports by several organizations charged
with protecting Syrian cultural heritage from looting and
destruction, the final stage of the process started from inside the
country by hands of unaware people who ignore completely the
importance of their cultural heritage or even what their cultural
heritage means. The lack of awareness of those people (of
whom are many) caused massive destruction at many
archaeology sites. They don’t even care that these sites and
artifacts represent Syrian national treasures, from the past for
the future and for coming generations.

Maybe, the famous or well-known sites that had been attacked
or at the moment are under illicit excavation can be counted or

listed. But on the other hand, there are many archaeology sites
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1. Al-Adliya Mosque

3. Al-Matbakh Al-Ajami

2. Al-Atroush Mosque

4. Yalbougha al-Nasri Hammam

Fig. 9 Old City-Aleppo

Fig. 10 Old City-Aleppo

in towns and villages under illicit excavation that face the same
destiny as other sites. However, what we can’t count is the
destruction to the archaeology sites and the archaeological
layers, in addition to the number of archeological artifacts that
have already been sold, or those excavated and available on the
black markets waiting for good price..

Ilicit excavations have been undertaken at many

archaeological sites, and some of them have caused unimaginable
damage. Mari, Dura Europos, Ebla, Palmyra and Apamia were
all affected by horrible destructive illicit excavations.

[llicit excavations were limited at the beginning of the
conflict, but as the situation continued to worsen, the sites
received limited protection. In this case, the archaeological sites

were easy targets especially famous ones in parallel with an



1. Cradle of the King’s Daughter
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2. Al-Omari Mosque

Fig. 11 Ancient City of Bosra

increase in the activities of smugglers. The trafficking of cultural
goods has become a serious problem for Syrian heritage, which
in turn encourages people who are looking for commercial gain.

The effect of the increase in cultural properties on black
market activities is clearly shown through the confiscation of
many Syrian archaeological artifacts in neighboring countries.

The black market activities prove the abundance of the
archaeological artifacts held by smugglers and indicate the
negative consequences for the archaeological sites.

The Apamia site can be classified as destroyed site due to
severe illicit excavations and the large numbers of holes
distributed over the site. Reports and local witnesses reported
destructive digging at the site by large groups of people using
the heavy machines to extract artifacts in a short space of time.
The satellite imagery shows clear evidence for the severe
destruction of the site and the large number of illicit excavation
holes not only in Apamia (Fig. 12), but also in Dura Europos

(Fig. 13) and Mari (Fig. 14).

Efforts to Safeguarding Syrian Heritage
The Syrian heritage irrefutably faces severe and drastic
challenges and needs urgent support in order to reduce or
prevent the process of rapid destruction as much as possible.
Most of the International organizations and Syrian efforts
concentrate on current conditions in order to do what they can
where their authority is able to reach. In general the focus is on

documentation and evaluation of the damages to buildings and

archaeological sites.

The documentation and efforts to protect Syrian culture
heritage are irrefutably very useful to facilitate the post conflict
future, and help in future rebuilding and rehabilitation efforts.
Also, the creation of a database to count and evaluate the
damage sustained by historical buildings, archaeological sites
and museums is a very useful process.

These efforts are really appreciated, but in light of the severe
challenges faced by Syrian heritage it is not enough and we
should do more. Lacking documentation for many archaeological
sites, non-academic photographs, the absence of academic or
local members aid and many other circumstances render these
efforts incomplete.

International organizations like UNESCO have participated
as much as they could in documenting and evaluating the
cultural heritage destruction. They have organized several
workshops and training for scholars and museum staff.

The UNESCO workshops discussed several problems facing
Syrian’s cultural heritage like, illicit excavations, illicit
trafficking, protection of cultural heritage during crisis, creation
of a database and so on. UNESCO is an international
organization which has the great support from all over the world
and the most financially able organizations have to do more in
order to make a difference or reduce the crisis effects on Syrian
heritage.

Anyhow, we as scholars, people interested in cultural

heritage, international organizations, non-and government
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Fig. 12 Apamia-Hama

Fig. 13 Dura Europos-Deir ez-Zour
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Fig. 14 Mari-Deir ez-Zour

organizations or even local Syrian people hope to coordinate
our efforts to create an active network. As I mentioned at the
beginning of this short report, aside from politics we have our

own responsibility to do this no matter who are we.

Could the Syrian People Protect Their Cultural Heritage
during the Current Crisis?

Many Syrians as I also mentioned before, lack full awareness
of the importance of cultural heritage. However, this is a general
statement and does not include all Syrians. There are many who
know and have full awareness of the importance of their past,
their heritage and their country. I’'m full of hope that Syrians can
rebuild what has been destroyed in a short time and they are
ready to sacrifice in evidence that many people lost their lives in
order to do their jobs.

In light of the Syrian crisis, many people have a bad
impression due to the tragedy of the cultural heritage situation.
Many Syrians took the responsibility to protect their heritage as
much as possible. There is evidence in several cases where local
people, educated and non- educated participated in safeguarding
cultural heritage. What [ would like to say is, the challenges are
greater than the efforts in the framework for safeguarding
Syrian heritage. However, we should not give up, we have some
ideas, but they need support in order to make them happen.

In Aleppo for example, small groups or an organization of
students and local people took the responsibility to protect their
heritage and identify the ‘destroyer’ in the old city. The severe
destruction of the old city and continued fighting drove them to

undertake limited preservation of some building and monuments

that in a sense represents their identity.

The project included protection of the Magam (mausoleum)
of Zekeriya, Maqam Bab al-Wali and the Sundial of the Great
Umayyad Mosque. This preservation included building brick
walls in front of them in order to protect and prevent their
damage or collapse even though the preservation method was
old and primitive (Fig. 15).

The Ebla site was exposed to severe illicit excavation in
many locations and caused a lot of damage to the site and many
illicit excavation holes can be seen at the site. Cooperation
between the Idlid Directorate of Antiquity and the local
community lead to alleviation of the damage and other damage
caused by illicit excavations. This included preservation of a
mosaic found accidentally by the local community in the Barada
Valley (Fig. 16).

Finally I would refer to the efforts of safeguarding the
renowned Ma’arra al-Nu’man mosaic museum. Experts from
the non-government organization called “The Day After” which
is comprised of local people, experts and an American partner
the “U.S. Institute of Peace” are charged to protect Syrian
cultural heritage. This museum housing one of the most
important collections of 3*to 6" century Roman and Byzantine
mosaics in the Middle East. They took responsibility together
with local people to undertake emergency preservation and
secure the mosaics in the museum from further harm.

After cooperation and gaining permission from Syria, experts
in mosaic conservation explained the methods and conservation
process. The Syrian team applied a layer of glue and cloth

designed to fortify and keep the tesserae together. After that,



32

Fig. 15 Preservation Great Umayyad Mosque-Aleppo

Fig. 16 Ebla-Idlib

they shielded the mosaic using sand bags for further protection
and to prevent theft. They applied these preservation methods to
1,600 square meters of ancient mosaic. Not only that, but the
shielding was applied to the museum building itself where
several walls were supported by sand bags, and holes in the
ceiling were fixed (Fig. 18).

At the end and being Syrian, I would say that we have the

will, but we just need some hope. This hope comes through the

Fig. 17 Recover Mosaic-Barada valley

International - Syrian support, from shaking hands to facing
cultural heritage challenges, holding preservation training for
local people, students and local photographers in order to
facilitate academic work. If we can achieve that, I’'m sure the
actions taken in defense of some museums and archaeological

sites in Syria will be repeated all over Syria.



33

Fig. 18 Maarrat al-Nu’man Mosaic Museum Preservation-Idlib

Appendix: The Destruction of Culture heritage in the
ISIS region in Syria

Ragqa prevent
1- The statues of two lions in the Rasheed Park in Raqqa city
occurred at May 2014. This Statue called (Assad Shiran) and it

is real one. It backs to the Assyrian period 700BC. This Statue
derived in the eighteenth of the last century to Ragga from
Arslan Tash archaeological site near Aleppo.
http://apsa2011.com/index.php/en/provinces/ar-raqqah/
monuments.html

http://www.dgam.gov.sy/index.php?d=239&id=1219
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2- Al- Hasakeh — Tell Ajajah

The story said that ISIS arrested looters holding these
artifacts, and they (ISIS) confiscated from them and destroyed
statues likely back to the Assyrian period dating back to the

Assyrian period and the others are missing and no body know

3- Mardin Police Department (Turkey) smuggled into the
country from Syria Sumerian and Assyrian period three
thousand years of historical artifacts seized 334 pieces. http://
www.habermonitor.com/en/haber/detay/join-in-mardin-
smuggling-operation/275791/

3- Here is a video from BBC news talking about smuggling
artifact from Syria through the Lebanese border http:/www.
bbc.com/news/magazine-31485439
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Takeru Akazawa

Syria has been less represented in archaeological studies, as
Syrian remains are overshadowed by the splendor of numerous city
civilizations excavated in areas such as Mesopotamia and the Nile
Valley of Egypt. Currently, however, it is known that a broad span
of history and sophisticated ancient civilizations existed in Syria, no
less significant than the above mentioned more famous areas. Many
Japanese expeditions have contributed to an array of discoveries that
reveal the grandeur of that history and civilization. It is regrettable that
our expeditions have been forced to halt due to the current situation in
the area, but that loss is minor compared to the hardship that the Syrian
people continue to suffer. Using this gathering as an opportunity, | think
it is important and urgent to look for ways to foster a renaissance of the
Syrian expeditions, and to identify concrete measures that can be taken
to achieve that renaissance.

We call cultural heritage entities ‘valuable cultural assets’and ‘treasures
for humanity,” and strongly appeal for their preservation. Nevertheless
destruction of heritage occurs repeatedly. What type of practical force
can be mustered to protect cultural heritage, and who can undertake this
protection are matters that need to be resolved. The answer is neither
researchers nor politicians; rather it is the community, the citizens of the
regional society, who can ensure the conservation of cultural heritage.
Yet this is only possible if the community is given adequate knowledge
and understanding of and respect for their tsunagari ‘relationship’
with cultural heritage. Only if the community’s understanding of the
importance of cultural heritage is sufficient can cultural heritage survive
the dangers stemming from wars and conflicts. In the current situation,
then, we need to recognize past researchers’ negligence and learn from
it before we design future expeditions to Syria and other locations.
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Syrian cultural heritage is experiencing violent and dangerous attacks
during the recent crises. Due to the absence of cultural institutions,
threats against heritage have increased and include illegal excavations;
destruction by armed groups specializing in Antiquities threatening
local populations trying to intervene; as well as the use of sites as
battlegrounds. Due to the impossibility of access to some of the sites
under ISIL control, information on their actual state cannot be given.
However, 99% of Syrian cultural objects in museums are out of danger
having been evacuated to safe places since 2012.

As a result, we undertook several measures: in particular awareness
raising campaigns amongst the population to protect the country’s
cultural heritage, cooperation with international actors to catalogue the
damage and losses occurring to the cultural heritage of Syria. These
included tracking Syrian objects in neighboring countries and Europe,
appeals to all parties to avoid and respect archaeological sites, working
with all DGAM branches (2500 employees throughout Syria) in all
areas controlled by the government and opposition.

A DGAM initiative from the beginning of the crises was to gather
people by what unites not divides them and this situation invites all of
us to do our best together to put an end to this damage besetting human
cultural heritage.

V—F -7« 77>
Lina Kutiefan

Today, after more than three years of crises, Syrian immovable cultural
heritage is under unprecedented pressure. Not only has the country
suffered great loss of life, but the cultural heritage of Syria is being
destroyed in the war. Actual damage can be broken down into different
categories and degrees of degradation. These range from simple graffiti
on aroman temple at al Bara to the destruction of the old city of Aleppo.

Media reports of destruction show that the situation is hopeless
however not all reports are bleak. Inside Syria DGAM we are still
fighting to save the heritage of our country and strive to continuously
update posts on the damage, work to document and reconstruct a dataset
of known damage using a GIS system and Google Earth and participate
in international organizations training programs for protection of
heritage sites.

FNI K - F=T
Ahmed Deeb

The recent crises in Syria, calls for immediate measures by DGAM
to retrieve stolen artifacts, and protect cultural properties such as:
1. Evacuation and transfer of museum artifacts to safe and secure
places. 99% of the museum’s artifacts are safe now. 2. Take active
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measures to prepare a computerized data-base of (with descriptions,
photos, measurements and accession numbers) objects that were kept
in Museums and other places looted during the crises. 3. Coordinate
efforts with Interpol, UNESCO and neighboring countries to retrieve
stolen cultural properties. 4. Raise awareness to fight trafficking of
Syrian artifacts locally and internationally.

However, a few museum and related buildings were partly damaged by
clashes in Aleppo and Raqga.

FEES
Kiyohide Saito

From 1990 to 2005, the Nara-Palmyra Archaeological Mission
excavated four underground tombs and undertook restoration and
reconstruction of two, Tombs F and H in the southeast necropolis. In
2011, these underground tombs, which were open to the public, were
reburied to preserve their integrity. lllegal digging was rampant in the
southeast necropolis, which is far from the site living areas, and is
under armed occupation by anti-government groups. The evidence for
illegal digging was ascertained after fighting was concluded in the fall
of 2013. The underground tombs No.5, 9, and 11, were restored and
reconstructed by Syrian experts and Tomb F and H, by their Japanese
counter-parts. Sculptures from all tombs except Tomb F have been
looted. In September 2014 the police in Palmyra confiscated three of the
eleven sculptures from Tomb H.

PEEES
Kiyohide Saito

The Japanese Society for West Asia Archaeology was established in
1997 and consists of around 200 members. Most members have field
research experience in Syria, and are grieved by the sad situation of
the Syrian people and the loss of cultural heritage brought about by
the conflict since 2011. Our society and its members have issued a
statement calling for the preservation of Syrian cultural heritage and
follow closely the situation regarding Syrian cultural heritage and the
displacement of cultural property.

AR E
Yoshihiro Nishiaki

The first Japanese archeological fieldwork in Syria comprised a
general survey conducted by a mission from the University of Tokyo
in 1957. The mission’s extensive documentation including photography
and collection of samples at historical monuments and archeological
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sites, brought first-hand information of Syrian cultural heritage to the
Japanese public. Large-scale surveys were also conducted in 1964 and
1967. In 1970, the first excavation by Japanese in Syria was undertaken
by the University of Tokyo, at the Paleolithic site of Douara. Since then,
a number of multi-disciplinary field investigations were conducted
by missions from the University of Tokyo, including those at Douara
(1974, 1984), the Paleolithic cave site of Dederiyeh (1989-), and the
Neolithic-Chalcolithic settlements of Tell Kashkashok (1987-1988),
Tell Kosak Shamali (1994-1997) and Tell Seker al-Aheimar (2000-).
These long-term efforts are invaluable sources of scientific knowledge
that will contribute to the restoration and management of cultural
heritage in Syria.

R R
Akira Tsuneki

Japanese archaeological missions began work in Idlib District in 1980.
This included: Intensive archaeological excavations at Tell Masutma by
the Ancient Orient Museum, Tokyo between 1980 - 1995; Small scale
excavations at Qminas in 1981; Intensive archaeological surveys and
trial soundings in the Rouj Basin by the Univ. of Tsukuba in 1990-1992;
Archaeological excavations at Tell el-Kerkh by DGAM and Univ. of
Tsukuba from 1997 - 2010.

Tell Mastuma became an operational area during the conflict. It has
been modified by the digging of large ditches around the tell. Tell el-
Kerkh has not yet been destroyed, but traces of illegal digging can be
detected by satellite images. However, a storage house, located in Ainta
village 1km east of the tell, was occupied during the conflict. Over 1000
containers storing archaeological materials from Tell el-Kerkh were
stolen and the contents were strewn on the floor. Therefore, almost all
of the materials lost their original provenance. The field house was also

damaged by shelling.

BARRE
Hirotoshi Numoto

Tell Taban is located in the Hassake Dam Salvage Area, south of
Hassake, in the north-eastern part of Syria. During excavations of
the site, a large number of cuneiform texts were discovered. These
documents proved that the site is identified with “Tabetu,” the ancient
city of strategic importance in the region. The discovery of a large
number of cuneiform documentary sources for the first time by a
Japanese mission, as well as their decipherment and study by Japanese
researchers, attracted attention as one of the outstanding achievements
of Japanese archaeological work in western Asia.

It is difficult to gather proper information about the current situation of
the Tell Taban region, since it was placed under control of the dissidents

after the outbreak of a conflict in Syria in 2010 and more recently came
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under the rule of ISIL. It remains, therefore, unclear how serious the
damage to the archaeological remains at Tell Taban is. There is concern
over the illegal removal of cuneiform inscriptions by digging into the
washout part of the tell or by searching along the water’s edge of the tell
facing the dam lake.

FaLL{R—
Shin'ichi Nishiyama

Nearly four years have passed since the Syrian uprising that started
in March 2011. During the past years large numbers of Syrian cultural
heritage received severe damage and destruction. The issue of illicit
trafficking of archaeological objects has been widely discussed. People
who were involved in various academic activities in Syria before the
uprising have raised their voices to protect invaluable Syrian cultural
heritage. These include archaeological missions, universities, research
institutions and non-governmental organizations. In addition to such
movement, international organizations, such as UNESCO, ICOMOS,
and ICCROM have also started campaigns. Working with the Syrian
DGAM, these international activities are intensifying, especially since
2013. This presentation summarizes activities since 2014 and considers
the issue of Japanese contribution for the safeguarding of Syrian cultural
heritage.

MREN
Kosuke Matsubara

Achievements of Japanese Cooperation in the field of Urban Planning
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Protection of World Heritage sites in Mari, Syria and Palestine

PR 4 R1% 1972 45, 4 A T O SCALE pEHH 24 234l LT
WEB D 720058 e KEDREE LTRIBLZ [t
REET T AN 2R EELETRINSN, HiHTE

Japanese cooperation in the field of urban planning has continued
since Japanese planner Gyoji Banshoya developed the master plan for
Damascus in 1968, which is still active today. His master plan of Aleppo
in 1975 was also the official plan until recently. This history of Japanese
cooperation included quite important tasks such as conservation
and development of historic cities, and the relationship between
cultural heritage administration and urban planning, and continuity of
international cooperation.

In this presentation, | will report on 50 years of cooperation with
Japanese urban planning specialists from Banshoya and the project
currently suspended. Especially, | will focus on the balance between
historic city conservation historic city and modern development based

on the introduction of motor traffic.

WEET
Nobuko Inaba

The World Heritage Convention was adopted in 1972 by combining a
draft prepared by the section in charge of cultural heritage in UNESCO

and a counterproposal draft “"World Heritage Trust” convention
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prepared by the United States of America. The list for international
cooperation in the UNESCO draft became the List of World Heritage
in Danger, and the list of sites of the Outstanding Universal Value in the
US draft became the World Heritage List now well known among the
public. Always the importance of the World Heritage List in Danger is
referred to during discussions of the future of the convention, but it is
easily forgotten in the busy evaluation processes of new sites, which are
given more attention.

World Heritage sites related to conflicts (two sites in Mari in 2012,
six sites in Syria in 2013 and two sites in Palestine in 2012 and 2014)
were inscribed on the List in Danger. The World Heritage Convention
was adopted to establish a system for international cooperation based on
experience of saving the Nubian site in Egypt from development. The
speaker will discuss how much we expect or are prepared to utilize this

convention in conflict situations.

BAREFR
Hidemitsu Kuroki

The Syrian conflict has damaged not only archaeological sites but
also historical documents and archival sources. It is known that the
wagfiya archives at Umayyad Mosque in the center of the old city of
Aleppo were totally lost during battles in this area. Likewise, it can
be imagined that various kinds of historic documents at Islamic and
Christian institutions and at many local administration offices in the
country have been burnt or stolen. I heard that UNESCO was planning
to start a project to investigate the whereabouts of archives tracing back
to the year 2011 however, this may not be an easy task.

I must confess I do not have a definite plan to tackle this immense
problem. What | can do now is to share with the audience the rich
memory of the Syrian past, by exploring Aleppo’s Ottoman documents,
which may still be safe in Suq Saluja, Damascus. This record of the
coexistence of many ethnic and religious groups will be a pointer for
the Syrian people to recover their original “living together” in the (near)

future.

BTEREE
Kosaku Maeda

Based on the cultural convention between France and Afghanistan,
archaeological excavation in Afghanistan was begun in 1923 by the
DAFA (Delegation Archeologique Francaise en Afghanistan). Since
1953 other international delegations have participated in archaeological
excavation in Afghanistan.

In 2001, the tragic destruction of the most important historical and
cultural heritage in the Bamiyan valley was caused by the Taliban
despite intensive negotiations. What can we learn from this bitter
experience?
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BRE X
Lisa lino

The city of Aleppo is famous as a city of commerce as well as
music. This presentation will introduce Aleppo’s singing tradition
to the Japanese audience and illustrate how it has been handed down
from generation to generation to date. Its current status and issues for
its survival in the midst of the on-going conflict in Syria will also be

discussed.

A4 —H— - N\E—-J
Issa Habil

The Syriac Orthodox Church is one of the Eastern churches, and
many of its congregations lived in the region covering south-eastern
Turkey, north-eastern Syria and north-eastern Iragq. The main part
of its musical heritage is the tradition of Syriac sacred hymns whose
foundation was laid by St. Ephrem (4th century) and other saints and
scholars throughout history and has been handed down for a long time
at churches and monasteries. However, the genocide (Sayfo in Syriac),
which took place in 1915 during WWI, in south-eastern Turkey where
many Syriacs lived, forced them into the diaspora. The tradition of
sacred hymns was also dispersed to many places, and now it is not
only kept alive in Turkey, Syria and Lebanon, but also in Sweden,
Germany, and the U.S.A. and further afield in Australia. I will begin this
presentation with a brief introduction of our church and the history of
sacred hymns, and then talk about our efforts to preserve our musical
heritage in the diaspora community.

LN - ARY— - 55—
Muhammad Qadri Dalal

Aleppo is a historic city famous for its traditional song repertoire.
In the first part of this concert, the Aleppine singing tradition will
be introduced to the audience together with Japanese interpretation.
Later Mr. Dalal will give his Ud performance, in which he plays
tagsim(improvisation), traditional pieces for instrument and a medley
of traditional songs. Qadd “Ya Malt al-Sham” and “Sama‘T on Nawa
Athar mode by Jamil ‘Uways” will be among the pieces performed.

Collaboration is by Lisa lino and Yuji Tsunemi.



70

SURITILEERAT

PURTT L[V TR T O E | ZOfak s R
#1230 1F T | ’Symposium: A crisis of Syrian cultural heritage
and the efforts to safeguard it” (LL'F, WK Y RI T 4k
M5 1, AZEMEOR S EE LS XL —Y g v D—
DL LTRM SN, TOHMIE, ¥V 7 OXXAbERE L
ZOWEDEENLIERT 5720 THY, /20 HERL
L CALEEDEHEIIH L TED L) LHMASTEL D
B ZOWEICOWTHET LI L Th o7z,

AEHD 1 THR7Z2X 912, ¥ 7 DGAM D 3%
ZOWTIE YY) TEAD SO MRFTPEHETI ) §
2. RHEZF Y Y VS 2B h o720 Toflb
DY UVRIYTAWTTERBOLLVWET A Ay -V %
FRETANT e FLEBUTFEL TGP o2 EHY Y T
KAEEFEERERIE RS Y ORI DTN 728 0,
Mer i TEAEEbDS T, RETT7A M7 M E#iN
L7z& 912 YU 7 ALEEICHERLS b2 1040 H
ARNFEE OWHERFEERED, KTV RY T AOBIITK
ELHB Lo T2TIE WY YR T T 20k %
HICIRD LB L L BT, FRONFIZOVWTRRLTE &
720N,

20HFHO [y va vyl ¥ 7WEkE SUL#EED
BeS ] 1E, FMEE T D B PR T O NS 2 B
ERBRAITEDOHNEOTHE -7 (BE 1), BUAY:
FHokduz, R L
BELZVIBE,2L, YT
DHIED R L W BUERIKT 7 &
WA HEFS % & 12, 1
EHEOFEIAT R N4
DTATYTATALEHE %
TR 2% & LT b g
BRY) L H 2 R72T DT,
DY VRY T LADREOER
FIBDTEETH S &z,

ALY 2 S AR AR L
LR EIRS 1)) 2= O P ILEATF =
Tl 3 SCALTT SCAL o R
FEIBR B BRSO FFE IS DOV T
Sl (BE2), Zo%
FIIF 2 EHE, LEMH,. B2A
D 3FWMMABHY A [T
7 7 7HRENI BT 5 3 bE
PERESECRDLA A ] 1T
IZN725 2 & ZHURROARKE M 2 B RS2

HE 2. spilmhf

JCOEIAT Yy TEEZONDZFHETH D LHHY
Shiz,

YUTIZBWTH oL b
CASHEHFRASML T
E7oRER (BHE3) & H
LIEEL Ny 7 LY
7 7)) T O S A D
WCIRR72 2, RO P
Lo TikDbEELRZ LITHIT
DNADEFTH Y, iz
AT HE N FEE TR &
DORIFRBREZEL L BT, BRI T> T 5H
TOEKRE LA LMICRICHIIT 2/ BN DL L %
HRIZHRI L 720

[y yary2:¥)7h
5 OHE | Tld DGAM O 4
MOEDEFF Xy t— I
ENTHS EDHITTY) 7 -
NG ELEHAR D) 7 R
KPR —F %2> 7 (B
H4), WEARY VEI YA
DFREICEKH Sz, Y
T XA OLREIZE 5> THAR
DI DN PIZEEDIT OV TR S 7z,

ZDH%IZ, DGAM D A — T 7 Kol A 1) Ak,
V—F 74177 VEBPEHERE 7/~ F - 7—
THPEREOETE XA v —T, T =K A ¥ MDY
s (BES5), ZhiZonTid, AftfE2~4T
FHELTVWBEDOTI Tl v,

20HDOFHD [y yar3: ¥ 7 ToOHRKRAE
BB OBUR LN E O AT TX FTHAADZE
TR E AT ) 7 THREL TV 2 @OV T, 20
BUIK &4 L 720

HI 3. AR

G4, T)T -NFE

BE5 DGAM DEF*+ Xy t—



7NV e BRICb 7
0 MkE L C & 72 TS TR
750V X T BB OB SR
AL (BE6),
ZFLTINDSDEEFEHED
FHE AT T & 72l
OFAEAE R BH L, BN
i EE IS 5 2 &
THY. ZOZ L DPRROM
THHREORIC R LMLz, T2 HAUT 7%
HFEEARRL LT V) 7 LB EOREREICN T 2 %%
FHERB LA E2HAL, ChE COREREE —
WIEORET D L) LRBEEEETLIILERKHLT
Wb,

Ve FK B 72 1%, 1957 4F Dok
DHFILRFORERRIZ L 5 ¥
VT A OBEE & R L 7
(BE 7)o WRIKFIL5E B
B DS A 2 ) T
N 5B THERMLTETH
0. INSOWERRE BT
% &) TR O
PHINT BT LR, YU TOLEEDE LR LI
BN ERE 2D BL L L,

WA, HAY b
R HBE RIS B A B
V) 7 RTOHARBKDOE LT
TORERELED, <A
Fo—=Rr T lwvs el
BroBLREHRAL 7 (BE
8)o FDMHIZ, TN DEH
PR O A L2zl & R
T D0, F—8—R Y
V7 SALM MR, Y E L OO LR, YU T A
DEFMREOHE R L2V T WL ODDREL -
TWwh,

BEARBRIE. T - F3—

VBB OISR E L
MitdcE» S sh sl
NET = TR E R T v v
) 7R DN T — V)1 LI
DBURTEFIZOWCTIRSL L 72
(5H9, /. BEISO
KB FIZHBTIN - FI8—=
T MR W R Y RO BREE

HH 6. WWHIEF

HE7. WRE

HE 8. AR

71

e EDHEAT LT B REME R R L 72,
Pl —i3. ¥V 73 kil
FE D FERR IR 3 % Ji 2 5 [ %
KRR, EIBRBE R it 7 &1
DWTF L&D (B 10).
ZLTCZOMMIZHET 2 HA
DEBITIFITIIIT L A LR
HmEhTnwirnz ek, HA®
T2 ORI T 5720
DHIRE - PRI & 5T 5 LB
b e, 7200 T OALHEREDHULIZ Y725 T
RELHEE OISR THSL I EEFL TN 5,
CDOHBOKEEEIIC, Yy RY T ASYIHEE L
AV Y MEWBENICBWT, BT Ly R TITE
BERRBEANY R - 5= VIKIZ X B — FEZEDTT
bhiz (BE 1), Y TIEMEROEHETH LY T —
WVROFEEL %7 — FEEPEWEICEZEY, )70
AL EEDOFER S LnEt g 72 SADSINE A4
LATZZ

HE10. WHilf—

BH1l. ¥59—VRIZE 57— N

RO [y vavda: ) 7HEEALY o R#E L 1E
WCINT T Tld, 4 %O EH T ) 7 SCALE ERE S
DHERDFIBIZOWTOMA e v M eb5 2 Tz,

R IE. 1968 4ELLK, U T DT AN AR T L v
RO FIHFES, HAROIEH b > T &7 HE
ERAL. ZNOHIEBAELAH
MEEFHF>TVEEVS (B
B 12), FFICHARDOBER:
HiX, H#BTT o E RSBl A bR
L 7225 & Hi 7= 2 Rl A % 81
ETAHAZELIIRITFTBY, H
EPREESCTEMEREDH
IRIEE R TR R 2 &



72

DL VIR FE 2 S DERHEBLOREERIL, LR )TN 21 HO®mBEDE Y ¥ a v 5Tk, ¥ 7 XALEEMRE
WA OWMITEI DR EITHIKT 57259 L FRL 7 DI2DDFHRIZOWTESINHAI X DETE» TN,
FRZEAEF1d, A A Tk )T XALEERED DI AR ER_TE 5L L
BEERKNTRLS b o TE T AU ERE REIMZ2ERICX S LTEZLTAS
ToREBRD S UL & RS CLEDHENORESN, EREZITTHRA BIREL
5 728 Dk 4 70 FEIBR S % DD oD (BE16 - 20). ZRIEDTOXHICE
UNESCO% i U ® & L T EDDHTENTEL I,

TN — ¥ — ) KR ICOM R

ICOMOS 7 & @ AL & #E 12

B 2 EIBE I 2 Ak AS, B

L7231 7 AL o % SFR13. MERT

ZOHEBIZED L) exBl 2 R D02 M LTV

(B 13)e €L Ty ¥ 73 LEEOEBIZIE, HEAl,

s HILE V) T O ARRETH LI L E2TFH LT,

BRSNS R O L350

5 BEREN ) 7TNEO
HRD7=DI2ED K 9 2 EERAS

TELONEEZTCNDL (5
H14)o VU T NERIEENNE HI16. KD S ORE
PO TR, BERRBEREL
A9 % 3CHEAE - MIEEICD
KEBZBFA=—V%EH5 2 Twn

%o UNESCO I3 i th 78 15 7¢ T AR
DizoOTOY 2y M ERRGE LD, REREE 5

HoTwh, BROWEL Tnb A+ A<y M akElo

7Ly RORERFITIE, e RIEENR REER L

FLTWRERAH2ANTBY, ToHERERLHTEF, KN

DY) T ANEbDOREANDIRH E LD TIZ RV

LML Tw5,

MHEPHEE, T =%

IBIT B b E SR BEAT. SPh S ORE
T5HEORNIY M A EH

L., #3505 bEEE

Blo7-121E, F7IC [k

Fath | PEEREHE LT

SEENHLZ (BHEI5),

B 7 — VIR O LB FIZiE
¥ 5 1172 A nation stays alive IS, AT
when the culture stays alive” & \39) A0 —=HF DT T, T

TH=ZAY Y OVACHEEDOEE M OHFE RO/, EE

Wli7ay s b3S N FIFE N, SULEER
HEDORINNL, WITROMD EBEVPRLE LD E V),

G 18. KWh o DIRE



HE19. KGR

1) EMEmE LTid, ¥ 7 ENTHAAE L]
TN TV DB EYF — X — R ERIRE. NGO
HkZ E2 W OMEThICT Yy ALy Y LEET S Y
AT ABNENDPHPEETHSL T L, LMD FF 2 x
VF=TavenNTY) YT 4, EhEiD AMoE s
ElZBWT, Hif2rS5XETE 2 HHE2ELZ L, C
o O % FAT LI E BN T L7002, 7)) THK
XALEEDOPFED 72D NGO & AHARTIESL Z &,

2) BMWEBKE LTid, Y 72 0RBEOZE W
MR E, B HWAT. B, K%L U THBT %
S EADOWMT. B EEREBER, B L OHEMK
“ HARTHE LM ARG T 22 e~oml, 2 7%
I T O SALEFEBTE D720 DEMAEY 7% EDW ) 72
b

AR 2 B oMIc, >0 7 S Ll 2 5 % 72
DDOIRR BN T D, His BRI TEYN
ENize ORI LbEELEDLND 2 OD4k
% RIS,

YALEEE KD ORET LR KRFERI L
. R VRITLIBML A A D OWF TR SRR L
72902, L BEEDLD L ZDOMIBDON L BENEHED
EVI)RRLBEBET LI ETH D, 20D, H#H
WCIHEI T A 7eE1E. o N4 & OBfREREEEL,
HIRD N 2 12 H 572 B A% LT 5 UL O RIS
DWTHFLTH 5 ) X IHALBEDL LB EE
ThrHe YITXALEELZBERIEL L EIZL, 20O
L9 ittt L OEES R ERE LN X EIBLI L
TRk T A RETH B,

Tz VU T AbEEE WD 720 OB % kA F
T95LEBIT. BHbRZOE®RDEZ TBLED
HBEHD . WHICHRELEEEZBRIEL L) ET L0
A SUALEPE 2 B 5 2 L3 H B IR AR LR 0
PEWRHESTLZLTHY, TOWHKEERNT 2174 TDH

73

B 20, S

b0 €9 LIZEKT, )7 THEL TS LHEED
Beid, 2V T OEMBE AL DELRIHET 52 L2
W32, V) 7T OXAGEEIX. AFBEOFEAL LTHR
WCHEEDZTRTOANLICLE S TEELBERZFOLOT
HY., B-bidEhzMe LTORELIEZTWARlE
50,

AEOBRBIC, BRMO A2 B0 BAELIES
2470720 IO FE S I LEE DR T REME % &
BLbob LT, REEHEZZT/OT, ZORE%L
PUFICRE L 72\

[BAES ) 7 Clabk 4 ZRBGAIN, FE, Rk 7 v —
TR LR Z4T o Twbe LA L, ISERLTRT
DTN —TE, XALHEZESL L V) BV TIRER
AHLTBY, SLAVETLIEDNTRETH 5o
WCEZ XL EE. o T 70— 725 LA
WDT =T NI, AV EFL—DDE ST ELRD
BHIEEERL TS, €9 LAEKRT, SULEEIX
HWIZELRENREDOTIIRL, Bhd 7 NV—TOHIL
IR —DODOHLL L VIREDI,]

Bo2HHOD [y Yare6e: v T7OEKETE] .
VT D2 NOEREESHED HIHBER L IREE 2 A
Wi, ¥ TR OBRO—h L, ZOEESL L
SEHADANAZIZH->TH S
) EMTHIT 2y Y avT
b, 2Oty arka—

T4 R —bPLTNzDIFY
) TAER G ROMEE TH S
HEFY ST, kv va vz
FTHREICL LT Ly ROWGE
DIEHE & 2 DREARDALAL A D

MHFTHRZT 72 (BE 21), HE 21 Y S



74

REFIRZEDLH Y RT L, V) TERTROREEE 20
Xz DWW TS L 720

KT, V) TIEBEERE
HHETHHA —F— -
WA, ) T EHEOWHED
JERE, Thxio TE 7z
A% & B IEH R ER O
IZ2WTC, BUROEEFTED
|l e S DY N B
(B H 22),

ZO%. BT Ly R T TEERREELANVT N -
FS5—WiZkby—Foaryy— oSz (BE
23 =25, HHHIWE Yy FRHP.LELEY YTV BL DT
ol BRALMARZEICSSbLVEERBEE
BRfEL. BRICT R 72K ZBRBLDHMET, Y VRY
7 ABMZIIT K I N Z R LA

BNCL72ZD V) 7TOEREEIZED LB ADE
) 7HEAMNIEE L TW A HENMIITRT X912,
RS REFE L S22 A4 b ELHRELTHD W
FEAVEEE L LT 72 ITHES 2 242w
WD 2. NWEOMEIZ LY, BEOIEH L% # > T

NP —

B 02, f—H— - NE—)

BE 23, AU K- ¥5—)

BE 24, ANV K- ¥5—)

BE 25, ANVTR - ¥F—)

ENADAI 2 =T 4 AERPHIEL DD H 5 BUIR % 3
CEZEDHBBve O OEHZ#ES72DIIE. EH
TR RARIEHMT &\ o 7o B S PE IS & o THEIEAT
Do T L) BFUATEEBHASTEZ TV LT
VH5bo

iR, HERET V7 &
FREROWHEEHIZ L 5 M
KOHNWEDT, FHY VK
VorEHEMLL (BR
26), PHHEIX., 7 — FiHEOD
avH— b5, B
BOHREHTHE0IT0D
N AW Z B Twie,
v—FoEfiE, PLA R FAYIVICLTLE
ANBHDHEH7E, VI TOEES LW LEEEZ HO
L7l T, Thzi#E) BB A TR EDR
HIZOWT, WD THELEZEZSEONZ2HME L 72
(BH. 27),

B 26. WUETET

BHE 2. BEEL - A¥ v 7HEATFE

(CF| WAR)



14, XA JL—

LT AL E PR E R E G [P ) 7 - 79 73k
FENC B B SCAL I SRR A ] 12 BY L“CEW%L
2R VRI TN [ TN T OSULEE @ Z0f
B L PRI
the efforts to safeguard it (L TFHHE Y Y RY w7 A LIFER)
EZIFC, ) T EmERR LA E L O T, &
BIZHD ) 7L OREICLITTHALE LTERT
ELWEEMEOD L FHEBEI LIRS Z21T> T 72D
(2. 20154E 3 H 16 HIZY U 7T OBEEIL N Y OEHAN
AV — b ORGFAEFERFHRBIEH AL > & —12Bw»
T HMREHELBMH L2, LT, SoOEMRE#H (N
ANV — PRHELIER) IZOWTHET 5,

£ 1> T Acrisis of Syrian cultural heritage and

N%w—bA%@Eﬁ\ ZMBEB L7075 M3

WY THb, BB, KFEITIEARNICEFETITDLN,

i aﬁ?ﬁ FCIETIETHEBLIO 7T VAGEBMH SN
720 F RO FRISEITIZVE P — 2D 72,0

ONE-DAY MEETING ON SAFEGUARDING OF THE SYRIAN CULTURAL

HERITAGE CONCERNING SYRIA-JAPAN COOPERATION

Date: Monday 16 March 2015, 1pm-6pm
Place: Japan Center for Middle Eastern Studies (JaCMES)
(Beirut, Lebanon)
2nd Floor, Azarieh Building, A2-1, Bashura, Emir
Bashir Street, Beirut, Lebanon
Tel./Fax +961-(0) 1-975851

This meeting is aimed to discuss about endangered Syrian
cultural heritage and possibility of Japanese contribution for
safeguarding it in the near future by Syrian and Japanese
specialists together with the cooperation of the Lebanese
specialists. The meeting is based on the conference held in
Tokyo Japan on 21-22 February 2015 (“A crisis of Syrian

cultural heritage and the effort to safeguard it) .
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Participants:

Syria: Prof. Maamoun Abdulkarim (Director-General, DGAM)
Dr. Ahmad Deeb (Director, Museum Affairs, DGAM)
Ms. Lina Kutiefan (Director, Site Management &

Foreign Cooperation, DGAM)

Japan: Prof. Akira Tsuneki (University of Tsukuba)
Dr. Kiyohide Saito (Archaeological Institute of
Kashihara, Nara Prefecture)
Prof. Hidemitsu Kuroki (Tokyo University of Foreign
Studies)
Prof. Shin" ichi Nishiyama (Chubu University)
Lebanon: Dr. Sarkis El Khoury (Diector-General, DGA,

Lebanon)

Invited Excavation Teams working in Syria
Prof. Jeanine Abdul Massih (Lebanese University)
Dr. Nadine Panayot Haroun (Balamand University)
Dr. Maya Haidar Boustany (Saint Joseph University)

Dr. Leila Badre (American University of Beirut)

This meeting is organized by University of Tsukuba and
supported by the Agency for Cultural Affair, Government of
Japan, and Japan Center for Middle Eastern Studies, of
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies. The meeting is also
under the patronage of the Directorate-General of Antiquities

of Lebanon.
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PROGRAMME

13:00-13:10 Opening address
Prof. Hidemitsu Kuroki (TUFS, Director of JaACMES)

13:10-13:30 Welcoming address
Dr. Sarkis El Khoury (Director-General, DGA)

13:30-15:00 DGAM contribution for safeguarding Syrian
cultural heritage
Prof. Maamoun Abdulkarim (Director-General, DGAM)
Dr. Ahmad Deeb (Director, Museum Affairs, DGAM)
Ms. Lina Kutiefan (Director, Site Management & Foreign
Cooperation, DGAM)

15:00-15:30 Coffee break

15:30-17:00 Results of Tokyo symposium
Prof. Akira Tsuneki (University of Tsukuba)
Dr. Kiyohide Saito (Archaeological Institute of Kashihara,
Nara Prefecture)

Prof. Shin" ichi Nishiyama (Chubu University)

17:00-18:00 Discussion and comments on the possibility of
Japanese contribution

All participants
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KT, BV F R - 7= =1L\ v DGA A
DR EBRRENTz, 7= —BBITRVEERFICR->T
W7z LN v DGA DIEREF E LT, WESE 12 A RISHAT
SNRZBOREFTTH Y, V) T XLW OfEHE~ND
HIZ D FECREEZRENR TV S, BHOFTIE. HA
DOHFEH R ) 7 DGAM BRE DR A )V — P AND K
HEREINDLEDIZ, LN VHIOBBREOR
W% SNz,

N

3. DGAM contribution for safeguarding Syrian cultural

heritage
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Maamoun Abudlkarim

Director-General of the Directorate-General of Antiquities and Museums, and professor at the University of
Damascus. Ph.D. in Archaeology and History. Specialty: Syrian cultural landscape of the Classical period. He has
worked as a national expert with UNECSO for the Dead Cities project, to list these sites in the World Heritage
List. Recently, he contributed towards the protection of Syrian cultural heritage, and won the Cultural Heritage
Rescue Prize from UNESCO in 2014.
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Takeru Akazawa
Professor of Anthropology, Research Institute, Kochi University of Technology. In 1967, he joined the "Tokyo

University Scientific Expedition to Western Asia" directed by Hisashi Suzuki, Professor of Anthropology at the
University of Tokyo, to carry out an anthropological reconnaissance of the Paleolithic archaeological sites in
Western Asia. Professor Akazawa has been organizing the Japanese anthropological mission to Syria since 1970.
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Muhammad Qadri Dalal
Muhammad Qadri Dalal was born in 1946 in Bab al-Hadid, Aleppo, Syria. He is an Ud player and ex-director of

the Arab Conservatoire of Music in Aleppo. He is well-known for his vast memory and repertoire of traditional
songs and instrumental pieces and his precise knowledge of Arab melodic modes (magam). He received an
award from the Charles Cros Academy in France in 1988. He is also a member of the Ensemble Al-Kindi, which
produces many CD’s on a French label.
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Ahmed Deeb

Director, Directorate of Museum Affairs, Directorate-General of Antiquities and Museums. Ph.D. in
Archaeological Studies. Specialty: Archaeology of the Bronze Age. He has worked for 15 years in government
service at the Directorate-General of Antiquities and Museums. He has prepared more than 25 archaeological
exhibitions in Europe, and participated in the renovation of Damascus, Arwad, Idlib, and Daraa Museums. He
has also participated in many excavations with national and foreign missions, and was a director of the mission
at the site of Shamia in Latakia.
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Issa Habil
Issa Habil was born into a Syriac Orthodox family in Beirut, Lebanon in 1967. Brought up in Lebanon and

Qamishli in north-eastern Syria, he has lived in Sweden since 1986, where he works as an attorney at law and is
also engaged in musical activities in the Syriac community. Since childhood, he has served as a deacon at mass
and daily prayer where he learned Syriac hymns. He now leads a choir of 60 amateur singers who sing secular
and sacred songs with Middle Eastern orchestras. The choir has given many concerts in Sweden, the U.S.A. and
Lebanon.
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Lisa lino

A part-time lecturer at Tokyo Gakugei University. She graduated from the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
at the University of Tokyo. Music and sound culture in Aleppo and its neighboring areas are among her main
research fields.
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Nobuko Inaba

Professor, University of Tsukuba. Doctor of Engineering. Specialty: World Heritage Studies, Architecture.
Trained as a conservation architect and architectural historian, she gained her practical knowledge and experience
in heritage policy development and management while serving in the Japanese government's Agency for Cultural
Affairs and its affiliated research institute from 1991 to 2008. Her work in these periods covered both domestic
and international affairs including that of the World Heritage Convention.
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Sari Jammo
Ph.D. Student at University of Tsukuba-Japan, department of History and Anthropology. He is interested with the

funeral practices of skull removal and emergence of the cemeteries in the Neolithic period in the Near East. He is
Syrian graduated from University of Aleppo department of Archaeology. He had participated the excavation with
the Syro-Japanese mission to Tell el-Kerkh, Idlib-Syria in 2009 and 2010.
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Hiroo Kansha

Lecturer of Keio University and visiting researcher of National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo.
His specialty is West Asian archaeology. He has been joining archaeological excavations in Palestine, and
projects of protection of cultural heritage in Central Asia.
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Hidemitsu Kuroki

Professor, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies. Specialty: Area Studies of the Middle East, especially Ottoman
History of Syria. He stayed in Syria around four years in total mainly during the 1990s, conducting research on
Ottoman Aleppo at The Center for Historical Sources in Damascus (Markaz al-Watha' iq al-Ta’ rikhiya bi-
Dimashq)
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Lina Kutiefan

Director of Sites Management & International Cooperation, Directorate-General of Antiquities and Museums.
B.A. in Architecture, Damascus University. Specialty: Expert in cultural heritage, preservation, management
and touristic use of cultural heritage sites, engaged in preparing nominations fied for the World Heritage List.
She has been working with  UNESCO experts in various projects, and is a Coordinator for Syria - UNESCO
agreement for cooperation in the Field of Culture, Archeology and Museums.
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Kosaku Maeda
Professor Emeritus of Wako University: Vice Chairperson of Japan Consortium for International Cooperation

in Cultural Heritage. Speciality: Cultural History of Asia, especially Central Asia. In 1964, he engaged in
investigation of the Buddhist sites of Afghanistan as a member of the Nagoya University Scientific Mission. After
the destruction of the Giant Budd has by the Taliban regime, he has worked for the preservation and conservation
of the sites.
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Mariko Makino

She is a 2nd year student of Master Program of International Area Studies, University of Tsukuba and studying
about the relationship between Cultural heritage, archaeology and Nationalism in Near East. She finished her
Undergraduate Program of Prehistory and Archaeology in Univerisity of Tsukuba. A member of the excavation
of Tel el- Kerkh in Syria in 2010.
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Kosuke Matsubara

Associate Professor, University of Tsukuba, Ph.D. Specialty: History of Urban Planning in the Middle East and
North Africa. He was consecutively JSPS postdoctoral researcher at Japan Center for Academic Cooperation
at the University of Aleppo and JICA specialist for the Damascus Metropolitan Area Urban Planning and
Development Project.
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Yoshihiro Nishiaki

Professor, The University of Tokyo. Ph.D. Specialty: Prehistory of West Asia. Professor Nishiaki’ s research
involves the prehistory of West Asia, with a focus on Paleolithic to Chalcolithic phases, and specializing in the
study of lithic assemblages. He is a member of the international committee for the shirin (Syrian Heritage in
Danger: An International Research Initiative & Network).
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Shin'ichi Nishivama

Associate Professor, Chubu University. Specialty: archaeology of the Middle East and Central Asia, especially
Bronze/lron Age and Landscape archaeology. Experienced in the fields of archaeology and heritage management.
Worked in Syria with the Japanese missions between 1994 and 2009, mainly in the sites in the Idlib and Latakia
Governorates, especially Tell Mastuma and Tell el-Kerkh.
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Hirotoshi Numoto

Professor, Kokushikan University. Specialty: archaeology of the Bronze Age in northern Mesopotamia. He was
engaged in archaeological excavations at Mosul, Haditha and Najaf, which are located in northern, western and
central parts of Iraq, respectively. After the archaeological work of Kokushikan University was suspended in Iraq
due to the gulf war in 1991, he moved to excavate Tell Taban in Syria from 1997 to 2010.
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Kiyohide Saito
Technical Advisor, Archaeological Institute of Kashihara, Nara Prefecture. Specialty: West Asia Archaeology,
especially funeral practices in Palmyra. He has participated in and led excavations, restoration and reconstruction
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of tombs in Palmyra since 1990. In 2011 the excavation in Palmyra was discontinued because of the outbreak
of conflict. To overcome this limitation, a project for 3D scanning of Palmyrne funerary sculptures belonging to
museums from around the world has been carried out since 2012.
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David T. Sugimoto

Professor, Faculty of Letters, Keio University, Ph.D. Specialty: Archaeology of the Southern Levant. He has
worked at various archaeological sites in Israel and Palestine. He is currently directing the excavations and
conservation works at Beitin, Palestine, with Dr. H. Taha.
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Akira Tsuneki

Professor, University of Tsukuba, Ph.D. Specialty: Near Eastern Archaeology, especially the Neolithic period. He
has been a member of various Japanese archaeological missions to Syria since 1980, and has investigated many
archaeological sites in Idlib, Hassake, Aleppo, Latakia and Ragga. Since 1997, he has been a co-director of the
excavations at a large Neolithic site named Tell el-Kerkh in the Rouj Basin, Idlib, with DGAM.



ST 75 T IR BY B AL R AR A

SRk 27 42 3 H 30 HEAT

W AR R GRERPEASGERR, RZFEWE - Wh7eii4#)

FEAT ¢ SR NSO S E S FL AT JE A FL SO s 3R W 7 ¥ 7 S gE 2 >~ 4 —
T 305-8571 HIEIED CIFHREA 1-1-1
Bl 1 029-853-5441
E X —)U  rcwasia@hass.tsukuba.ac.jp

WEB : http://rcwasia.hass.tsukuba.ac.jp/kaken/

RARZEMIE [0 7 - 7 7 7 HHMEN BT 2 SCACEPER SORDEH A ] X FLW R F D3 SAFT SCAL I PR ] Bt s ik 2
KEOTF e T TEML L7

FHEH
WERZT Ty - F - YanN) Tk ()7 - KA R)

© V) 7 ALR T )



AL &SRS
XAGBEEREEREIER (U7 - 75 THANEICS T 5 UEERKIRTARE

http://rcwasia.hass.tsukuba.ac.jp/kaken/

& e

University of Tiukuba



	*1
	01_扉と目次
	02
	03p05-11
	04p12-15
	05
	06
	07p36-38
	08p39-42
	09p43-50
	10p51-53
	11p54
	12
	13p59-61
	14
	15p75-80
	16p81-90
	17

